THE
EMPOWERING
SPIRIT

ENCOUNTERING THE HOLY SPIRIT

What is this and how can it be used?

INTRODUCTION
For those of us who have been Christians for some time,
there is the danger that our first love of Jesus Christ
goes cold. Or it may be that we have never experienced
the life-giving, transforming work of the Holy Spirit.
Whatever our spiritual state, it is the Holy Spirit who
brings life, growth and renewal. The aim of this series is
that we can both understand and experience more fully
who the Spirit is and what he does.
To help the church as a whole to focus on the Holy
Spirit, maybe at or around Pentecost, this series can be
used with Sunday sermons and midweek groups working
in parallel. This means that the Sunday preaching can be
‘unpacked’ and applied at a more personal level in small
discipleship groups. So, for each section, there are key
Bible texts and introductory notes which can be used to
give both to give continuity to a sermon series and to
introduce the small group sessions.
The suggestions and resources for small groups are
intended to be used flexibly, and you may well be able to
find or come up with other ideas which are better suited
to your group. To release the creativity in your group, it
may be helpful to allocate responsibilities to different
members of the group. The crucial thing is to enable
everyone to find out what God is saying to them about
the person and work of the Holy Spirit, and to respond.
These resources can be used whether you are meeting
in the same space or online. In either case, it will
probably work best if everyone has a copy of the notes
in front of them. However, if you are meeting online, the
leader can screenshare the relevant sections.
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