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We are called to love the church. That may seem like an obvious
statement to make. The church is the bride of Christ, the object of his
deepest affection and unstinting commitment. It is created by him, loved
by him, indwelt by his Spirit and called to be his visible, audible, active
Body in the world, an outpost of the future and an outrider of the
Kingdom as it comes on earth as in heaven. How could we not love the
church? Indeed, wouldn’t it be outrageous to speak ill of the church,
when it is both the saviour’s bride and the Body of which we are ourselves
a part? As Eugene Peterson has said “There can be no maturity in the
spiritual life, no obedience in following Jesus, no wholeness in the
Christian life apart from an immersion in, and embrace of, the church”.
Which means that whatever the future holds for ReSource’s ministry we
will serve the church as those who embrace it and are immersed in it. We
will at times speak prophetically, and we won’t shy away from addressing
things that need to change if the church is to find a deeper and holier
way, but we will speak and minister from inside its walls. We will love it
with all its foibles, failings and struggles, maybe especially so because of
them. And we will do whatever we can, and play whatever part God asks
of us, to help churches of all sizes and traditions draw more deeply from
the wells of salvation for a wider Kingdom-impact on the world around.
We are still reflecting on the details of what this will look like in practice
as we emerge from the ReSource Future process, but our undergirding
commitment, as it has been from our beginnings in Anglican Renewal
Ministries, is for the renewing, in all its parts and in all its ways, of the
church we love. This is embedded deep within our spiritual DNA. And
what a privilege it will be if God extends our mandate and releases our
ministry in a fresh way for a new season of the Spirit’s work in the church.
Thank you for walking with us through these exciting days. Thank you for
your prayers, your engagement with the ReSource Future process and for
your love and encouragement as fellow-travellers in the Way. Bless you!

Renewal for mission in the power
of the Holy Spirit

Archdeacon Kevin Roberts
Director of ReSource
“holy living, resurrection
living, is not a self-project.
We are the people of God
and cannot live holy lives,
resurrection lives, as
individuals. We are not a
self-defined community;
we are a God-defined
community. The love that
God pours out for us and in
us creates a community in
which that love is
reproduced in our love for
one another”
Eugene Peterson

With love and prayer,

The ReSource Future Group (left to right) : Kevin Roberts, Christopher Landau, Tim
Montgomery, Penny Maggin, Naomi Barraclough, Carolyn Dykes and Michael Adams
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SHARED VALUES, AIMS AND ORIGINS
It is a delight to be accompanying ReSource in their journey of discernment,
the ReSource Future process, as we seek confirmation of their focus for
ministry and a fresh mandate. Yet journeying with ReSource, and prior to that
ARM, is nothing new for SOMA – we have worked alongside each other from
the start, sometimes more closely than at others, but always conscious we
hold shared values, aims and origins.
Next year it will be 40 years ago that a prophetic word founded SOMA to 'care
for the nervous system of the body of Christ', a mandate that has not been
rescinded and a call that remains and defines us to this day.
SOMA is a fruit of the Charismatic movement, born out of the desire by a
group of bishops and leaders, among them Michael Harper, meeting adjacent
to the 1978 Lambeth Conference, to encourage, equip, envision and support
one another as they sought to keep in step with and nurture the moves of the
Holy Spirit sweeping the Anglican Church around the world. Very quickly the
methodology of sending short-term teams across cultures became the modus
operandi, and with that the imperative necessity of focused, intercessory
prayer.
Teams and intercession are the two legs of SOMA's ministry that have carried
it on the journey. Teams are made up of those from the UK and abroad with
appropriate experience and giftings, carrying a unique programme that is
constructed according to the needs of each mission. Mostly at home,
concerted, intercessory prayer is undertaken by our intercessors, who are
kept connected with the Teams throughout each mission.
Holy Spirit renewal is, by its very nature, never completed. The brooding,
creative, restless Spirit is forever doing 'a new thing', leading and drawing us,
constantly challenging, renewing, convicting and comforting us, disturbing
Jesus' church to 'keep in step with the Spirit' and to look and 'do what we see
the Father doing'. Renewal is for empowering the church to effective mission;
experience of cross-cultural mission is invaluable for forming mission-minded
leaders at home as well as abroad.
Both ReSource and SOMA are about releasing. Ours is an Ephesians 4 ministry:
empowering and equipping God's people for their own mission and ministry
where they are. We are fortunate to be small enough to be fleet of foot and
agile, to be responsive and flexible, and to be able to inhabit the shifting
liminality of the 'now and not yet' of the Kingdom.
For both organisations, intercessory prayer is the foundation upon which the
more visible elements of our ministries are founded – indeed, it is the value of
concerted prayer that has struck me the most during the ten years I have been
leading SOMA.
When calamity strikes it behoves us well to seek His face, favour and
forgiveness, to court reconciliation, to reaffirm relationship and to look to the
future with faith, hope and excited anticipation. That we are doing.
Whether in Congleton for ReSource or Congo for SOMA, we are seeking to
work more closely in the future. May our God strengthen and uphold us as we
journey together to discern the focus and mandate of ReSource's future
ministry.
Stephen Dinsmore

Revd Stephen Dinsmore
National Director SOMA UK

SOMA is an Anglican
focused mission
organisation that works
for the transformation of
individuals and churches
and the healing of
communities and their
lands through the
renewing power of the
Holy Spirit. This is
through intercessory
prayer and sending shortterm mission teams
worldwide and across the
Anglican Communion.

To find more about SOMA
go to www.somauk.org.
To explore being involved
with a team or intercession
contact info@somauk.org

THE DEANERY OF NEW AINSTY ANNUAL RETREAT
Our Annual Retreat for Clergy and Readers took place in July. The short
retreat with an emphasis on relaxation in pleasant surroundings alongside
some spiritual nourishment, took place this year at Wydale Hall, the York
Diocesan Retreat House and was led by Canon Michael Adams, on behalf of
ReSource, on the theme ‘Wrestling in Ministry’. In the Deanery we often feel
like we are, as we are few in number and yet it feels like the ministry load is
increasing. So it was refreshing to be led by Michael through the story of
Jacob and discovering how we too can overcome the challenges of ministry in
the power of the Spirit.
My colleagues and I were encouraged to focus on our own personal
relationship with God as the anchor on which to hang all that we do in terms
of ministry. We need to avoid being people-pleasers and focus on being Godpleasers. As with all such learning the proof is when the rubber hits the road
when we are back at the coal face in the parishes. The Deanery is
predominantly rural, centred around Tadcaster, famous for its brewing
heritage. Every member of the group serves in multi-church benefices, so
juggling expectations and demands is a key skill.
Michael’s combination of theological insight, pastoral sensitivity and sense of
humour enabled us to see the challenges that Jacob faced in a new light.
There was an underlying sense that the Spirit was at work amongst us as we
explored the themes together. Even more refreshing was the way in which
the Spirit gave us new insights in our discussions.
This was a truly encouraging, if brief, retreat and we returned to our parishes
with fresh enthusiasm to keep on going in the power of the Spirit.
Geoff Mumford

Revd Geoff Mumford
Area Dean of New Ainsty
Diocese of York

If you are interested in
having a ReSource
speaker for a retreat,
renewal day or church
weekend away in 2018,
please contact Paula on
01749 672860
or office@resourcearm.net. We would love
to help in any way that
God leads!

RIVER OF LIFE WEEKEND – ELY AND NEWMARKET METHODIST CIRCUIT
Maybe it was a brave move inviting a couple of Anglicans to lead Methodists
to think about going deeper in the Holy Spirit! It didn’t seem so at the time
and we were not disappointed over the weekend. Thank you, Kevin and Anne,
for a wonderfully inspiring weekend.
Kevin and I met three months before the event to discuss the Circuit’s
Mission Plan, and to investigate ways in which ReSource might be able to
contribute to our developing journey of discovery. We soon had a plan, which
was worked out through our River of Life Weekend, 2-3 September.
On the Saturday we looked at how everyday experiences erode our
confidence in the gospel and how this confidence is restored by entering into
the Story of God, engaging with the Word of God, encountering the Spirit of
God and becoming ‘entangled’ with the People of God.
After coffee Kevin reminded us that we cannot fully know God without the
activity of the Holy Spirit. The first disciples needed Him, and so do we! And
as we come to know God better, so our evangelism becomes more natural as
we share with others what we have discovered in our own lives.
On Saturday evening we looked at examples of how the Holy Spirit is at work
today in and through churches which He is shaping for mission. The evening
closed with prayer ministry and anointing. And on Sunday morning we shared
in a glorious act of Circuit worship, led by Kevin and Anne, in a packed church
at Ely. We will be talking further to see if we can continue our relationship
with ReSource, to work together in our Circuit Mission Plan.
David Middleton

Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of Heaven to earth
come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling;
All thy faithful mercies crown!
Charles Wesley

MISSION-SHAPED GRACE

In 1998 the construction of
the new Choluteca Bridge in
Honduras was completed.
Just a few months later
Hurricane Mitch swept
through the country and
changed the landscape.
While the bridge survived its
impact, the roads either side
did not and the hurricane
changed the course of the
Choluteca River so that the
bridge no longer spanned it.

The church of Jesus Christ is called to be a bridge between God and his lost
creation. We are his priests and ambassadors, sent to this world to represent
him. Our problem is that the landscape of Western culture has dramatically
changed. We have just about survived but we have been left isolated and
disconnected so that we have largely stopped creating a bridge for this world
to come back to God. No longer is it enough to have a church building with a
professional minister in the centre of a community, inviting people to come to
Sunday worship – they are not coming anymore (and especially those in
younger generations). Yet our buildings stand as testimony of a past age with
a different landscape.
When Jesus called his first disciples he said “Come, follow me, and I will teach
you how to fish for people” (Mark 1:17). In that first call Jesus established a
clear principle that there is no following of him without fishing for people –
evangelism is an integral part of discipleship. And discipleship is not an 8
week course or a Bible study group but a lifestyle of following Jesus and
seeking to lead others to follow him. So, the solution to a church that has lost
its ability to draw people back to Jesus, is to equip every Christian to be the
bridge between God and another person, so that they feel confident to share
his love and Good News and lead others to follow him.
Over the past seven years at Holy Trinity Leicester we have been following a
missional communities strategy in which the church members have gathered
around a missional focus and sought to live out their calling to reach people
for Jesus Christ. It has been an exciting and challenging journey in which we
have realised how much of our understanding of how to live the Christian life
has been centred on our comfort and we have tried to break out of these
restraints. A few years ago we realised that despite this new strategy we were
not seeing consistent numbers of people coming to faith in Jesus. We asked
the leaders of these communities whether in the last year they had shared
the gospel, or offered to pray for someone or told their testimony. Less than
20% of them had. These were the elite Christians of our church and those
called by God to lead others in mission and yet they hadn’t felt confident to
do this. We realised we had a problem.
In 1 Samuel 13 Israel is having one its many spats with the Philistines and it
records “Not a blacksmith could be found in the whole land of Israel, because
the Philistines had said, ‘Otherwise the Hebrews will make swords or spears!’
. . . So on the day of the battle not a soldier with Saul and Jonathan had a
sword or spear in his hand; only Saul and his son Jonathan had them.” (1
Samuel 13: 19-22). It feels as if this has been the enemy’s strategy against the
church. We have been left with a professionalised leadership who have failed
to equip the army with the tools that they need to win the battle.

Revd John McGinley

Vicar of Holy Trinity, Leicester
New Wine Regional Director
Midlands and East

“we cannot represent a
supernatural God without
being willing to do the
supernatural things of the
kingdom. Somehow our
pattern of mission has been
completely devoid of any
demonstration of the
kingdom. The whole
missional strategy of Acts
could be summarised as:
get filled with the Spirit,
proclaim the gospel, do
supernatural things that get
people’s attention, explain
that it is Jesus who is doing
these things”

Mission-Shaped Grace
was published in 2017
by River Publishing
in partnership with
the New Wine Trust

That was the sobering realisation that I came to – I had failed to equip people
so that they felt able to lead others to become followers of Jesus.
So we began a programme of training people in tools of personal mission and
evangelism looking to understand what fresh approaches we might need in
light of our changing society. As a result of this journey we developed 5
practices for people to live out in order to be the missional disciples we are
called to be and practical tools to use to do this. And to help you remember
them they spell GRACE.
Generosity: living generously with a desire to bless those around us and be a
sign of God’s love and generosity. Within this practice we teach people how
to pray for non-believing friends and family and how to look for the needs of
others that they can serve them in.
Receive and release God’s presence: helping people to understand that
wherever they go they carry God’s presence. So they need to learn how to
sustain a close relationship with Jesus and how to allow his Holy Spirit to
touch and restore people who they meet. This might involve praying with
people when they express a need, sharing a prophetic word with them, or
simply blessing them.
Asking Questions and Telling Stories: would you know how to share the
gospel in an easy relevant way or share your testimony of how you came to
follow Jesus so that your friend is helped to understand how they can do the
same? Learning how to speak for Jesus in our culture is so difficult and yet we
are finding people are really open to it if we learn to ‘gossip the Gospel’ and
discover how to have God-filled conversations.
Calling: what are your unique gifts and personality that will shape the way
that you live missionally? We are all called to be witnesses for Jesus but we
will all do it differently. We need to learn to play to our strengths.
Eating Together: we have to share our lives with others. Do we intentionally
seek to spend time with people outside of the church each week?
If we all lived like this I am convinced many people would come to know Jesus
through our lives. It has been my experience, but it has also been the
experience of people at Holy Trinity as we have put these tools in their hands.
After those missional community leaders had gone through this training we
asked them the same question again and over 80% of them had shared their
faith with someone.
Helen is a great example of this. She was totally lacking in confidence in this.
But decided to have a go and invite a couple of friends who were mums of
her daughter’s friends to meet up for coffee. During this time she shared a
testimony and told a story from the life of Jesus and was amazed at the
response. Inspired by this she then went to her neighbour and began to do
the same so that she would go around once a week and they would look at a
story from the Gospels together. She then led to her to faith in Jesus and is
now teaching her how to follow him.
That is something of what I think it looks like for each of us to be a bridge
back to God for people around us. But it has to be something that works in
our everyday lives. So, the book Mission Shaped Grace was born out of all of
this experience and is offered to God with a prayer that he would put
weapons of his grace back into his people’s hands.
John McGinley

“I’m part of the
fellowship of the
unashamed, the die has
been cast, I have stepped
over the line, the
decision has been made –
I’m a disciple of
Jesus Christ.
I won’t look back, let up,
slow down, back away or
be still. My past is
redeemed, my present
makes sense, my future is
secure.
I’m finished and done
with low living, sight
walking, smooth knees,
colourless dreams, tamed
vision, worldly talking,
cheap giving and
dwarfed goals.
My face is set, my gait is
fast, my goal is heaven,
my road is narrow,
my way is rough,
my companions are few,
my guide is reliable,
my mission is clear.
I won’t give up, shut up
or let up until I have
stayed up, stored up, and
prayed up for the cause
of Jesus Christ. I must go
till He comes, give till I
drop, preach till everyone
knows, work till He stops
me and when He comes
for His own, He will have
no trouble recognising
me because my banner
will have been clear”
A Rwandan Christian’s final
written words in 1980 before
being killed for refusing to
renounce his faith in Christ
Quoted in John McGinley ‘s
Mission-Shaped Grace’

WHEN THE SPIRIT COMES: RURAL SOMERSET
I have had the privilege of ministering in three different rural benefices over
the last twenty years, in the beautiful County of Somerset, as well as being
the Renewal Advisor for the Diocese of Bath and Wells. I retire later this year,
but during my years in rural ministry the Spirit has prompted me consistently
to respond to Jesus’ command in Mark 10:14 “Let the little children come to
me and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as
these.” What Jesus does not say is let the children come to church. No, he
says let them come to me and I will show them that they can belong in my
Father’s Kingdom. The prompting of the Spirit has been to reach out to
children and young people outside the church and introduce them to Jesus,
with no expectation that they will necessarily attend church, at least church
as we know it and as a first point of contact and belonging.
In each benefice the outworking of this vision has been different, unique and
sovereign for each situation. In the first we felt led to begin a weekly
‘Crusader’ group, working with the local Baptist church. This was followed by
the launch of a ‘mums and toddlers’ group that included a brief act of
worship, a ‘play school’ service in church and eventually a young people’s
service once a month on a Sunday evening. God began to touch the lives of
many youngsters and their parents.
When I moved on I naively thought I could transfer these successful models
to my new parishes. Instead the Holy Spirit gave me a clear vision to start a
community youth club in a disused cricket pavilion on a neglected cricket
pitch, behind the church. As I began to restore the pavilion God began to
provide all that was needed and more. A man walking his dog saw me at
work and asked what I was doing – “a youth club” I replied. He had a
daughter who he would like to come, how could he help me? The most
immediate need was for some heating so it could run all year. “I’ll do that for
you” he said, “I am an electrician and have some spare second hand heaters.
I’ll do it for nothing.”
So it went on, when people caught the vision they gave their support, some
as leaders, some with finance, some as trustees. God provided everything
that was needed, including finance for a full-time youth worker. Ten years
later, not only is the Youth Club still running with over 30 young people each
week, it has won a national award for the ‘best youth project in the south
west.’ God is good!

Revd Keith Powell

Rector of Middlezoy, with Othery,
Moorlinch & Greinton
and Diocesan Renewal Advisor

Keith has written a ReSource
Booklet ‘Fasting : the
forgotten gift; the neglected
discipline’ and is currently
writing a Booklet on
Prophecy
Keith writes: “As a minister I
have found fasting to be an
essential part of the
Christian's toolbox. For me it
is a natural part of my
Christian journey, part of the
way we are called to walk in,
to find rest for our souls.
May this book encourage
you on the ancient path of
prayer and fasting, one that
will bless you and bring you
closer to your Father in
Heaven.'

When I moved on to Othery I knew that that project was a one off, for that
time in that place. It was not a transferable formula, but a unique work of
grace. Once again there was not a single child in any of the churches, no
youth work, no involvement with the primary schools, what a great
opportunity for God to change things! After several years of prayer God
began to move, and draw people into a team we called ‘Youth Matters’. Led
by the Spirit, the team were inspired to support several new ventures to
reach young people; a regular ‘sticky’ church, like messy church but stickier;
an after-school club, run with the Methodist Church; a community youth club
and a table tennis club, all led and run by Christians, and regular involvement
began in the primary schools, with assemblies and festival services.
In these different ways the Spirit has prompted us to come alongside young
people, with the message of Jesus and His Kingdom. The main thing has been
to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit and sow seed in the love of Jesus,
trusting God to water it and grow it and to give Him the glory.
Keith Powell

The Fasting Booklet is
available from ReSource at a
cost of £2.00 + p&p

WHEN THE SPIRIT COMES: URBAN PORTSMOUTH
Can anything good come out of Nazareth? That was Nathanael’s world
wearied cry when he was first told about Jesus. His words rang in my ears. Can
anything good come out of Somerstown? That was the constant refrain from
those I met before I made the move to Portsmouth to reimagine church in one
of the most challenging parts of the city. But the answer is emphatically yes.
When you know you are out of your depth, you don’t have the resources to
make it happen; there is no choice but to learn to rely on the Holy Spirit to
lead the way. As the Vicar of a small, ordinary and quietly growing church
family in the inner city of Portsmouth, the move of the Spirit has been gentle,
surprising and profound.
St Luke’s church was reopened in 2014 after a time of closure and neglect. The
parish is located at the heart of the city of Portsmouth in an urban priority
area. Child poverty, pensioner poverty, working age poverty and lone
parenthood in this parish are among the highest in the country. Male life
expectancy and female life expectancy are among the lowest nationally.
However, there are signs that the make-up of those who live in our
community is changing. One of the most unusual aspects is the large number
of 15-29 year olds living close by. More than 2000 students surround us
packed into newly built high-rise accommodation blocks. There are also many
young adults and families living in hostel accommodation and social housing
as well as a growing number of young professionals moving to the area.
In reopening St Luke’s, our prayer has been to be led by the Spirit rather than
rely on a programmed approach or preset formulas for Church growth. It is
not that we have abandoned the value of vision, plans and clear leadership,
but have sought to let the master potter shape the character and direction of
our congregation. If all that sounds a bit vague let me be more specific. Being
led by the Spirit for us has meant:
Being intentional in prayer to welcome His presence in the church and parish.
We were encouraged by a picture given to us by a member of the
congregation of the building filled with vines wrapped round the 8 pillars in
the church. Each vine was filled with fruit. The fruit of the Spirit. Fruit available
for all to pick according to their need.
Being guided in building new relationships of trust. It has felt as if the Holy
Spirit has gone before us to open the doors to build relationships with
particular people. It has taken two years to gain the trust of a community
wearied by grandiose promises from people and projects that come and go.

Revd Annie McCabe

Priest in Charge
St Luke and St Peter, Southsea

“At times it is easy to
get the impression that
the Holy Spirit is only to
be found in large
gatherings of
worshippers fuelled by
accomplished
musicians, wellresourced support
teams and plenty of
coffee and pastries. But
thankfully of course
that is not the case. The
wind of the Spirit blows
where He wills. And for
that I am very glad.”
says Annie

Surprising God encounters with many who find their way into church building
during the week.
Trusting God for provision of money, time and gifts to help build up the body.
Encounters with the work of the Spirit. This has happened particularly during
times of quiet contemplative worship, whilst preaching and during
Communion and included psychological, emotional and physical healing.
It has been a joy to see the emerging character of this new fledgling
community of faith as it begins to form. The challenge is to hold our nerve as
we continue to seek to “keep in step with the Spirit.” God calls us to be patient
and yet remain expectant: intentional, yet ready to be redirected. Missio Dei is
alive and well. Let the living water continue to flow through deepening
channels in our ordinary, small urban church.
Annie McCabe

ReSource is privileged to be
supporting Annie in her
ministry at St Luke’s, where
Kevin will be preaching on
Sunday 29th October

RESOURCE FUTURE UPDATE
The discernment process approved by the Trustees of ReSource has four
distinct elements: prayer, especially through the input of our team of
intercessors; the work of the ReSource Future group meeting regularly
throughout the process; a large range of qualitative research, based on
conversations and meetings with those who can help guide ReSource; and,
finally, the quantitative work – the questionnaire that was provided alongside
the previous edition of this newsletter. In relation to this last piece of work,
the Trustees set an ambitious target, that responses from at least 500
supporter questionnaires would be collated. You can imagine, therefore, that
it has been a great encouragement to us that the current total number of
responses received is (as I write) 507: we hope that we can draw some
reassurance that God’s hand is indeed on the whole process.
It will be in the final report that the full analysis of these responses will be
made, but in the interim I thought you might be interested to read some of
the headline observations. There are, of course, some caveats: we can never
know, for example, how many people (and from what age groups) intended
to fill it in but never got around to it, so while we can confidently say that this
offers a good snapshot of the views and backgrounds of ReSource friends and
supporters, it is of course a snapshot from those who chose to engage! (And
if that’s you – thank you!).
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The age profile of those who completed the survey is striking. Fewer than 5%
of survey respondents were aged 44 or under; more than 20% were 75 and
over. Already one senior bishop with whom we have spoken has questioned
whether ReSource has managed thus far to ‘grow generationally’, especially
when compared with other renewal movements of the last thirty years or so.
The diversity of church backgrounds of those who engage with ReSource is
also notable. In terms of denomination, just under 90% identified as Anglican
(not including a few Scottish Episcopalian respondents who resisted an
Anglican label…). A small variety of other denominations are represented,
though among the mainstream churches it is interesting to note that among
the respondents, none identified as Roman Catholic.
In terms of church size,
respondents were drawn from a
range of churches. The graph on
the left shows the average
estimated Sunday attendance at
the church most regularly attended
by supporters filling in the
questionnaire – it’s a chart that
seems to underline the relevance
of ReSource’s commitment to
serving the needs of ‘little, local
and ordinary’ churches.
Much work remains, including as we discuss questions like whether any
church is pleased to be described as ‘ordinary’ – there are perhaps echoes
here of the debate about whether liturgical ‘ordinary time’ sounds a bit dull…
I end with a note of thankfulness. God seems to be opening many doors for
conversations across the church; please pray that this continues to be the
case, and that in the coming months we will receive God’s wisdom in relation
to the future call of ReSource.
Christopher Landau

You can now followReSource
on FaceBook
and on Twitter

@ReSourceARM

How to give to Resource
Single donations can be made by
cheque, by CAF voucher, or
through the donate button on our
website www.resource-arm.net.
Standing order and gift aid forms
are available on the website’s ‘Get
involved’ page, or from the office.
Information about how to
remember ReSource in your will is
also available on the website or
from Paula.

