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“It’s hope. I’ve got it” says Thomas towards the end of David Barnett’s
book ‘Calling Major Tom’, which some are calling the feel-good novel of
2017. The moment when Thomas finds hope is all to do with a crossword
puzzle, a science competition and a manned flight to Mars, which I can
hardly unpack in a few short words, and I would spoil the story for you if I
did. But the heart-warming climax of the book is a discovery of hope in
deep despair, not only for Thomas, but as Gladys says “we’ve all got it,
Major Tom. At last we’ve all got hope”. It is a book about ‘hope for the
many, not just the few’, to coin a phrase.
I have to say that “I’ve got it” for the future of ReSource! In the words of
one of the songs some of us sing, “hope is rising”. Having spent hours over
the last four months in conversations across the country about ReSource’s
ministry, I have increasing hope that God has a good future for us. I have
spoken to bishops, denominational leaders, partner organisations,
supporters and local church leaders, clergy and lay, and the overwhelming
message I have heard from almost everyone I have spoken to is that our
distinctive work for spiritual renewal in the power of the Holy Spirit is not
only needed but enthusiastically wanted. Vision is emerging, priorities are
clarifying, and I look forward to having more to say about our new
mandate after the Trustees meet residentially at the end of January.
The seasons of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany soon upon us are, of
course, shot-through with hope. They reverberate with hope. And they
each remind us, with their own distinctive emphasis, that in the words of
Dean Michael Mayne “the hope of which the New Testament speaks is
not based on our own inner courage or resilience (we might add our own
abilities, energies, passions and reputations), but on something even
more remarkable: it is rooted in what God did once in Jesus Christ. Our
hope is, literally, Jesus Christ”. He alone is our hope; for ReSource, for this
life and for all our futures. To be found by Him is to be found by Hope
itself (“I’ve got it!”) and to speak of Him is to bring Hope to others, the
many not just the few. He is the source and centre of all our hopes, and
the Hope He gives is “sure and certain”. For which all glory be to God on
high!
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” Romans 15:13

Renewal for mission in the power
of the Holy Spirit

Archdeacon Kevin Roberts
Director of ReSource
Over the swinging parapet
of my arm
your sentinel eyes lean
gazing. Hugely alert
in the pale unfinished clay
of your infant face,
they drink light from this
candle on the tree.
Drinking, not pondering,
each bright thing you see,
you make it yours
without analysis
and, stopping down the
aperture of thought
to a fine pinhole, you are
filled with flame
Give me for Christmas,
then, your kind of seeing,
not studying candles angel, manger, star but staring as at a portrait,
God’s I guess,
that shocks and holds the
eye, till all my being,
gathered, intent and still,
as now you are,
breathes out its wonder in
a wordless yes.
+John V Taylor

The St Luke’s and Emmanuel, West Kilburn music group leading sung worship at a
ReSource-led Church Weekend at High Leigh, with sensitivity and passion!

www.resource-arm.net

RENEWING AND RE-INVIGORATING THE CHURCH
Started in March 2006, the Filling Station is a network of informal Christian
meetings held in 92 different locations across the UK, and in France,
Switzerland, South Africa, the USA and Sweden. Some 5,500 people attend
one of these Filling Stations each month, probably half of whom are either not
Christians, or who are not attending a Church anywhere at present. Filling
Stations are not a new Church denomination, but rather, a once a month nondenominational gathering where people come for a ‘spiritual top-up!’
They are there to support and resource the local church by bringing in quality
speakers, emphasising renewal, encouraging the full use of the Spiritual gifts,
encouraging testimonies and informal contemporary sung worship.
We have now seen some 315 people become Christians directly through the
Filling Station nights since 2010, that we know of. I am certain there are more
people who have been clearly helped ‘along the way’ to faith in Jesus by the
meetings, whom we know little about. Meetings vary in size from 25 people to
over 300, the average across the country being 55. We are also now seeing
two distinct Filling Station ‘models’ in operation, a rural one, where the
church is generally lacking in resources and discouraged, and an urban one,
where the monthly meetings are seen primarily as outreach.
The network of meetings literally stretches from Land’s End (the Lizard Filling
Station, meeting in a caravan park) to John o’Groats (Thurso Filling Station,
who meet in a surf shop!). We have seen numerous healings, several of major
life-threatening diseases such as cancer, and this is one of the draws for
people to attend. They really see that ‘God is in their midst!’ as in 1
Corinthians 14. 25.
We have many ReSource speakers faithfully teaching at Filling Stations every
month as we are very much operating in the same area of Christian life. We
are now also seeing a larger number of ordained church leaders wanting to
set up meetings in their areas, attending for their own personal use and
generally endorsing what the Filling Station is about.
The first Filling Station was started in the village of Box in Wiltshire by a group
who were recently converted via an Alpha course. They chose to meet
together to ‘do what we did on Alpha’, not knowing where that might lead.
Since 2009, other groups have visited that meeting or seen the short film on
our website and thought, ‘we could do that here!’. They have then set up their
own Filling Stations and we at the Filling Station Trust are there to support
them wherever we can, and encourage best practice in their times together.
We have been learning all the way along what works, what the Spirit is into
and how to communicate to de-churched and unconverted people.
Proclamation of the Word, with demonstrations of the power of the Spirit,
unsurprisingly is the way to go.
We are delighted to be involved with ReSource and hope the little we have
learnt along the way about presenting Christ to modern Britain can be of use
to you as you re-invent your ministry activities, something every Christian
church or mission has to do at regular intervals.
The Filling Station is an exciting place to be at present, as we are seeing many
aspects of Christ’s Kingdom being released through these relatively straight
forward informal meetings. If you haven’t attended a Filling Station as-yet,
find out where your nearest one might be, via our website, and come long for
the evening!
Richard Fothergill

Revd Richard Fothergill
Director Filling Station Trust

The Filling Station is a
means of bringing
Christian renewal &
evangelism via
non-denominational,
monthly celebration
meetings, held in nonchurch venues
‘‘The Filling Station is
typical of what the Lord is
now doing across the
country in bringing new
means of accessing the
great mass of people who
know little of the church.
I think they are great!’
+Mike Hill

To find more about
Filling Stations
and where one meets
near you, visit
thefillingstation.org.uk

RESULTS FROM THE RESOURCE FUTURE QUESTIONNAIRE
One of the blessings of the last
few months has been the way
in which God seems to have
placed across our path key
people at key times – to offer
help, guidance and support just
when we needed it.
One example of this is the
willingness of Peter Brierley,
the founder of Christian
Research, to analyse the responses to the questionnaire of ReSource friends
and supporters that you may have read about in previous editions of this
newsletter – or even filled in yourself!
His analysis of the data from the questionnaire responses is hugely helpful to
us. A summary of findings will form part of the final report for Trustees, but
Peter’s own report to us is available on the ReSource website at
http://resource-arm.net/index.php/resource-future/resource-future-survey.

“I cannot remember in
my life anything I've been
involved in... where I've
sensed so clearly the
work of the Spirit. It's
nothing to do with the
denomination or me, or
geography, skill, intellect.
It's everything to do with
Jesus and that's why I'm
so excited about it."
Archbishop Justin Welby,
reflecting on the growth
of the ‘Thy Kingdom
Come’ prayer initiative
(10-20 May 2018)

Among many helpful observations, Peter writes: ‘In terms of ministry,
ReSource’s emphasis on the work of the Holy Spirit and seeking to encourage
leaders and lay to engage with Him more deeply is hugely appreciated.
Scores amounting to 90+% are really very high, and clearly supporters wish
this ministry to continue. But ReSource’s work with all kinds and sizes of
churches is much appreciated also, an element of humble willingness to
minister to whoever is in need.’
Fundamentally, ReSource’s supporters strongly identified with the
statement, ‘I long to see the church experience a deeper work of the Holy
Spirit.’ Whatever the ‘flavour’ or tradition of church, it seems that this core
engagement with the work of the Spirit is key to the purpose of ReSource –
74% of respondents ‘strongly agree’ with this statement, and a further 22%
agree. Alongside this general observation, there was strong support for the
more particular callings of ReSource: 88% agree or strongly agree that ‘there
is a specific need for an organisation that focusses on serving the needs of
little, local and ordinary churches as they seek to grow in renewal’; 86%
agree or strongly agree that ‘there is a clear need for a parachurch
organisation like ReSource that champions the work of the Holy Spirit across
all traditions, expressions and sizes of church.’
The ReSource Future group has just had its final residential meeting at
Whalley Abbey, and part of its task has been to begin to respond to some of
these findings – perhaps particularly the extent to which ReSource has a
unique call and mission to help nurture the work of the Holy Spirit in church
communities that for various reasons may not yet be ready to engage with
some of the other ministries or organisations that champion the Spirit’s
work. As has been said before, ReSource encourages engagement with the
Holy Spirit without a sense that a church must become what is sometimes
referred to as ‘culturally charismatic’; part of the future work for the
Trustees will be to discern how important this aspect of ReSource’s work
should be in the future, and indeed whether this is a foundational aspect of
its call and mission. I know that the Future Group will value your prayers as it
prepares to receive the draft final report in January, ahead of its submission
to the Trustees.

The risen Lord… sends his
Spirit and his charisms,
often with the identical
external manifestations,
on believers of quite
different churches,
including those whose
beliefs we had thought
were the furthest from
ours. How can we not see
in that a sign that he is
urging us to welcome and
acknowledge them as
brothers and sisters even
if we are still on the
journey to more complete
unity on the visible level?
Fr Raniero Cantalamessa,
Preacher to the Papal
Household

HEARING FROM YOU AT THE RESOURCE FUTURE EVENINGS
During September and
October, at eight
churches from Linthorpe
near Middlesbrough in
the north, to Camberley
in the south, ReSource
hosted evenings designed
to engage friends and
fellow travellers with the
work of our discernment
process. At each evening,
Kevin Roberts spoke from Acts 16, and reflected on what it is to discern
God’s will and be attentive to the voice that guided Paul towards certain
destinations and away from others on his missionary journeys.

We are fortunate to be
supported in prayer by a
team who intercede regularly
for our work, and especially
for the work of the ReSource
Future process.
Here is a recent message
from one of the ReSource
Future intercessors:

Each evening gave us the opportunity to reconnect with a church that has
hosted ReSource in the recent past, and also to gather together supporters
and others from the local area. One of the particular blessings of the
evenings was the reminder that God is faithful to ‘little, local and ordinary’
churches: size, denominational background and geography are no barriers to
the work of the living God!

Joshua 1:9
Have I not
commanded you?
Be strong and
courageous,
Don't be afraid,
do not be discouraged,
For The Lord your God
will be with you
wherever you go.

It was particularly good to be able to hear from those present at the evenings
in relation to certain questions about the future direction and priorities for
ReSource. What follows offers a flavour of some of the responses we
received:

I have called you to be a
city on a hill

Give God time. God has a purpose for us – the challenge is to recognise it.
Dealing with closed doors. Importance of sense of peace. Don’t expect it to be
easy – or to happen straight away.
Baby bird – too small to fly. Needs more time to grow.
Don’t be anxious – God will show us the way ahead.
Clear calling on Kevin for the ministry
Be more visible. Keep going. Felt sense of keep going.
Encourage renewal in the churches. Need to capture future generations
Keep on keeping on. Have a punchy message.
What is your USP? Strapline should clearly signal purpose.
Focus on small church is invaluable …’friend of the small and struggling’.
Unequivocal commitment to renewal.
Prophetic role in the diocese – getting renewal into the structures.
Smaller churches can really benefit from ReSource
Vital distinctive from other charities. Community relationships are part of
‘little, local, ordinary’ – really significant
Small is beautiful
Wherever the Holy Spirit is, is not ordinary!
Get it right in England first, then see what doors open
Our task now is to weigh and discern these insights alongside the rest of the
ReSource Future process. At the time of writing, only one main interview
remains – with our Patron, the Archbishop of York. Please pray that over the
coming weeks, as I sift all the information we have gathered and prepare the
report for the Trustees, that we will above all hear the will of God himself for
the future shape and direction of ReSource.
Christopher Landau

A beacon of light in the
darkness
To be those who stand in
the gap for me
So do not be afraid, move
forward with boldness,
Because I am the One
who keeps the promises
I have spoken over you,
I want you to remember
that I have given you the
tools that you need.
I am with you
And I will not let you
down.

ST LUKE’S AND EMMANUEL WEST KILBURN CHURCH WEEKEND
It was great to have Kevin and Anne Roberts join us for our church weekend
away at the beginning of September. The theme for the weekend was
Dynamic Discipleship, helping us as church explore the connections between
the Holy Spirt and discipleship, both for us as individuals and as a church.
Kevin and Anne facilitated our worship and teaching sessions clearly and
sensitively and were very flexible. In our four sessions across the weekend,
through scripture and drawing on wisdom from their ministry experience, we
were led through an exploration of what it looks like for us to more fully
welcome the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and ministry, thinking about
what this might look like and what can happen.

Revd Alastair Thom

Vicar of St Luke’s & Emmanuel,
West Kilburn

Many of our church community who were at the weekend appreciated the
time and space that was given to hear from God’s word and for prayer,
reflection and sharing with one another in smaller groups. They valued the
opportunity to go deeper in their relationship with God, exploring and
inviting the Holy Spirit to take them into a deeper encounter, leaving the
weekend feeling encouraged and resourced to move forward and go deeper
in their relationship with God.
Having space for our community to grow both spiritually and relationally
throughout the whole of the church weekend was invaluable and we are
grateful to Kevin and Anne for their ministry to us.
Emmie Walford
BILLERICAY CHURCH WEEKEND AWAY
Each time we have a church weekend away everyone says that it was the
best ever. But this one WAS the best! Our ReSource speakers, Garrie and Jill
Griffiths, ministered to us gently and powerfully, through words and music,
song and silence, inviting us to ‘Come close to God’.

This and Kevin’s photo on the front page
are courtesy of Moacir Lopes, of
St Luke’s, West Kilburn. Thank You!

As the first session ended we could see that this weekend was going to be
very different. Through the first of four ‘conversations’-modern day parablesGod took us on a journey of faith that challenged us. Starting on the edge of
a chasm, with God on the other side, a Voice said “come to the edge”:
“But I can’t fly, Lord”
“I will teach you” said the Voice
“And I’m scared”
“I will show you” said the Voice
“And I’m afraid of being hurt”
“I will fly with you” said the Voice
…an eagle soared up from the depths and flew above me and over me and
across the gulf and alighted on the cross for a moment. Then it flew even
higher, barely visible. And it called with an eerie cry of desolation and
triumph in equal measure:
“Let me heal your faith,” said the Voice
So at the edge I bowed, and an eagle’s wing brushed my head
“Rise” said the Voice
No stress or scramble to write copious notes. God was at work in us. Garrie
reflects “some hurting hearts were healed, some found encouragement in
place of despair, others had faith strengthened or challenged. Some found a
resolve to step out with God”.
Margaret Fowler

Jill & Garrie Griffiths
ReSource Associates

“Those who hope in the
Lord will renew their
strength.
They will soar on wings
like eagles;
they will run
and not grow weary,
they will walk
and not be faint”
Isaiah 40:31

PARISH OF KIDDERMINSTER-EAST WEEKEND AWAY
Take a group of enthusiastic people from a 5-church parish in Kidderminster, a
wonderful venue at Whitemoor Lakes in Staffordshire and a series of talks from
Kevin Roberts, Director of ReSource and his wife Anne and you end up with a
successful, fun, challenging weekend complete with great fellowship, worship
and an opportunity for those who wanted to try their hand at canoeing!
This is what members of the parish experienced last October as we gathered
together for our parish weekend to ask ourselves one of the burning Church
questions of our times; what does it mean to be truly a disciple of Jesus Christ?
Throughout the weekend both Kevin and Anne helped us to get to grips with
this question and to discover for ourselves some of the possible answers.
I guess when you are in a centre overlooking a beautiful lake the analogy of
being in water is somewhat appropriate. Kevin challenged us to think about
how deeply we are prepared to go into our relationship with Jesus. Are we
happy with a gentle paddle in the shallow end or are we prepared to go deeper
in our relationship with Him and see others in our community do the same?
“Was the weekend a success?” I hear you ask. The answer to that question
came from one of our own church team who reminded us all that it will only
be so if we are led by the Holy Spirit to fresh commitment to Jesus and to His
church and to fulfil Jesus’ commission to go into the world and make disciples.
We are very grateful to Kevin and Anne for helping us thus far and look forward
to their further support, prayer and guidance as we look to the future with
anticipation as to what God is going to do through us in Kidderminster.
Robert Legge

Revd Robert Legge

Team Vicar in the Kidderminster
East Parish, here leading an
informal Communion Service at
Whitemoor Lakes

If you are interested in
having a ReSource
speaker for a retreat,
renewal day or church
weekend away in 2018
or 2019, please contact
Paula on
01749 672860
or office@resourcearm.net We would love
to help in any way that
God leads!

ST STEPHEN’S CHURCH PRESTON WEEKEND AWAY
In early October 80 all age members of St Stephen’s gathered in the beautiful
surroundings of Abbot Hall in the Lake District for our Weekend Away. This
year the ReSource speakers Philip and Jacquie Dorling ministered to us on
the theme of ‘Faithfulness’, through teaching, leading, music and prayer.
Following a difficult couple of years as a church we were also delighted that
Dave and Irene Hanson, our new Vicar and his wife, were able to join us. This
gave them the opportunity to get to know their new church family in a
relaxed and informal setting, and for us to get to know them. Much better
than a quick hello over coffee after the morning service.
The whole weekend was an incredible time of refreshing, healing, restoration
and renewal, with a real sense of God’s anointing. We were so grateful to
Philip and Jacqui for hearing and sharing God’s heart for us as a church.
The session on ‘Faithfulness and the Holy Spirit’, which saw a queue of
people going forward for prayer, as well as the Sunday morning’s sharing
of communion were real highlights of the weekend for many.
A weekend away provides a wonderful opportunity to fellowship as a church
Family in a much deeper way and the feedback has been so encouraging.
We are already looking forward to our next one in 2019! Following the
weekend we are now excited to be exploring opportunities with Philip and
Jacqui of how our church can help support and partner with them in the
Moving Mountains mission by the northern bishops in Carlisle Diocese
next year.
Elizabeth Kelly

Jacqui & Philip Dorling

Philip is Rector of the
Inglewood Group of Parishes
in the Diocese of Carlisle

THE DEVIL GOES MISSING
In January 2014 there was some theological controversy because a new
baptism service proposed for the Church of England omitted any reference to
the Devil. The Times ran an article entitled ‘The Devil Goes Missing’. The Ten
o’clock News on Radio 4 had a limp discussion between two sceptical clerics on
the subject. Somewhat infuriated and disturbed, late that night I penned a
letter to The Times entitled ‘The Devil doesn’t go missing’!
The result was unexpected. The letters deputy editor emailed me to say that
the letter was too long to publish but of such interest that they would like to
send their religious correspondent to interview me. Not long afterwards, the
very courteous Ruth Gledhill (now editor of the Christian Today website)
travelled up to Leicester, had lunch with me and my wife, Jane, and then
interviewed me for over an hour. She was very interested, asked plenty of
searching questions and then wrote a positive piece which was published a
few weeks later, taking up most of a page on a Saturday edition of The Times.
Sometime later, it seemed to me that a book would be appropriate. ‘The Devil
Goes Missing’ has three main sections: Theological considerations; Practical
Ministry; and Spiritual matters, past and present.
My main theological points are (1) You can’t have a believable doctrine of God
without acknowledging some form of spiritual opposition (2) You can’t take
the New Testament seriously without accepting that Jesus believed in the devil
and the existence of evil spirits.
The practical ministry looks at why people and buildings have problems, why
there is sometimes a need for generational healing (a form of spiritual DNA),
why some forms of ministry are inappropriate (and how we are all liable to
make mistakes) and finally how to set about helping people who are troubled
in any way.
The last section looks at the history of the deliverance ministry and why it was
so important in the first three centuries of the Christian era; and the cultural
similarities and differences when ministering in different parts of the world
(demons behave in similar fashion in sophisticated Oxford and rural Zambia)
but seem to be considerably more numerous in some places. I also look,
briefly, at spiritual warfare, looking at revivals which have taken place as a
result of taking this ministry seriously. Finally, there are 24 FAQs (including:
how can I believe in this sort of thing when I’ve had no experience of it? Can
you distinguish between demonic and psychiatric illness? Can a Christian be
demonized? What did Jesus mean by a spirit of infirmity? How can I be sure
that someone needs deliverance ministry?)

Revd Preb John Woolmer

Author and ReSource Associate

"This is an engaging
and compelling
personal account of the
healing and deliverance
ministry combined with
rigorous study of
Scripture. It provides a
breadth of testimony
and will be of particular
interest to those
responding to anyone
who believes they are
oppressed or possessed
by the forces of evil."
+ June Osborne
Bishop of Llandaff

Above all, this book is written with the conviction that the Deliverance
Ministry, properly exercised, is a powerful evangelistic weapon, a clear witness
to the presence of the Risen Lord and a pastoral necessity. There are
experiences from many parts of the world and from many periods of history.
The Resurrection of Jesus was, and is, the best news to troubled people in a
troubled world.
I look forward to the day when diocesan and church websites give clear and
easily accessible instructions to those wanting to know what to do if they, their
family, their neighbour or their house are spiritually troubled. It is high time
that the Church took a leaf out of Mark’s Gospel and started to proclaim Jesus’
authority and victory in these matters!
John Woolmer

John’s book ‘The Grand
Surprise: Butterflies and the
Kingdom of God’ is sold by
ReSource at £8.00 +P&P

WHEN THE SPIRIT COMES: A TRANSFORMING EXPERIENCE
I decided to offer a very different act of worship on Pentecost Sunday this
year by inviting the Band of Pilgrims to help lead our festival worship at a
benefice service in St Andrew’s, Mells. Just before the sermon we sang a song,
with the final verse ‘I tell you Holy Spirit set me free, I tell you Holy Spirit set
me free, take me where the running river runs to meet the sea, I tell you Holy
Spirit set me free’.
As I stood up to give my address, which was
based on the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5, the
Holy Spirit consumed me. Overwhelmed and in a
flood of tears I wasn’t able to speak, and
eventually sat down with my sermon un-started.
I tried to compose myself, as Vicars are
supposed to be able to deliver sermons.
However, all I could say was “I am overcome by
the Holy Spirit and all I can do is point you to the
verses on your bookmarks (Gal 5:22-23), which
says it all.”
There was a stunned pause, as you can probably imagine! I tried to gather
myself and become calm, but the Holy Spirit had other ideas. I was able to
gesture to the leader of the band, to play the next song. I stood up and rock
and rolled in the aisles, in my cassock and surplice, still in tears, and was
joined by several younger and older members of the congregation to the next
song. Not a typical Sunday morning here, but maybe a new beginning for us.
Following this experience, I was on cloud nine for several weeks afterwards
and even preached on it the following weekend. I believe that this confirmed
my call to move on Christmas Day 2016 the 2000 miles from St Andrew’s,
Moscow (where I had previously served) to Mells with Buckland Dinham, Elm,
Whately, Vobster and Chantry in rural Somerset.
Soon after Pentecost, after much prayer about what God wanted me to do, I
was approached by the Rural Dean and asked to become Assistant Rural Dean,
focusing on discipleship and evangelism. What an answer to my prayers! An
opportunity to work with the Holy Spirit to further build the Kingdom in the
Deanery of Frome.
There is already a close working relationship between the churches in ‘Frome
Area Christians Together’ (FACT). In recent weeks we have collectively agreed
to adopt HOPE 18 as a joint-churches initiative and will be launching a social
media campaign in the New Year advertising a range of events that we will be
doing under the banner of HOPE 18.
Since my Pentecost experience the Holy Spirit has opened doors for me of
which I could never have dreamt. Our deanery is now firmly focused on the
vision of HOPE 18 and in my benefice we are starting to lay the foundations by
offering a gift of the Christmas HOPE magazine and HOPE Carol Sheet to every
household in my small group of rural churches.
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For those who may be wondering about the Holy Spirit and His power I hope
my story from the tiny village of Mells, helps you to recognise that His
transforming power is available to all of us. I encourage you to reflect on this
verse: “Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through
His power.” 1 Cor 15:20.
Clive Fairclough
ReSource is a UK registered charity
no. 327035

