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These last few weeks have reminded us more than ever of the need to keep
prayer and intercession at the heart of the ReSource project. The combination
of a full events diary, the office and staff moves to Shropshire, and the work
associated with our Development Plan has meant that this has been a busier
than usual summer. We have been very conscious of our need for God’s
strength and provision to get us through, and we have been grateful in it all for
the prayers of our friends and companions on the ReSource journey. Thank
you. We are now mostly settled in our new office, and have received a warm
welcome to Meeting Point House in Telford.
There have been lots of high points in the last few months, but the death of
our Acting Chairman, Philip Carver, has been a big blow, and we feel his loss
keenly. Philip has been a rock during all the changes and transitions of the last
two years, and has been a great support to the Director and staff. He brought
a lovely combination of fun and efficiency to Trustee meetings, and has helped
the charity to find God’s direction for its future. While we shall miss him
enormously, we rejoice that he is now with the Lord he loved and served. We
shall keep Heather and the family in our prayers. I am pleased that John
McGinley, who led Philip’s Thanksgiving Service in Leicester Cathedral on 9
July, has written a tribute to his life on page 8 of this Newsletter. I am grateful
that Amanda Barraclough has agreed to stand in as the interim chair of
Trustees, while we await the appointment of a new chair in October.
On a positive note I am delighted that we have been able to appoint James
Lazarus as our Development Manager on a two year consultancy contract.
James brings huge experience to his new role and I look forward very much to
working with him as a full time colleague as we shape ReSource for the future.
James tells us more about himself later in this Newsletter. He will work closely
with Alan Kerbey on funding issues, and I am pleased that Merisa MacInnes
has re-joined the ReSource team to work with James and Alan as a volunteer
Development Associate. I am grateful too to Carolyn Dykes who is doing some
volunteer fundraising work for us. It is lovely to see God building such a gospelhearted and Spirit-filled development team.
I write more fully about ReSource development and funding progress on page
4 of this Newsletter. You will also see from the Prayer Diary the details of the
work we will be doing over these next few months with churches and church
leaders across the country. It is invigorating and encouraging, and maybe just
a beginning of what might be possible more extensively as we plan for growth.
More than anything I would covet your prayers for ReSource as we go into this
busy season. There are challenges ahead of us, but even greater opportunities.
In it all we want to keep in step with the Spirit, follow where He leads, and be
faithful in how we conduct ourselves as well as in the ministry that we offer.
Proverbs 19:21 tells us that “many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is
the Lord’s purpose that prevails”. Please pray that in, and above, everything
that we have planned for this autumn, God’s purpose will
prevail for ReSource, and for the churches that we serve.
With love and prayer,

Churches Alive in the Spirit
and Active in Mission

Frome Renewal Day
led by Kevin Roberts,
Keith Powell, and a team of
ReSource facilitators
If you are interested in
having a ReSource event
for your church or group of
churches please be in
touch with us on
01952 371300 or email
office@resource-arm.net
Give thanks for recent
ReSource events for
churches in Frome, Ealing,
Lydiard Millicent, outer
urban Blacon in Chester,
and Bath.
Please pray for
forthcoming ReSource
events for churches and
church leaders in rural
Somerset, urban Southsea,
town and villages churches
in and around
Cockermouth, in suburban
Chelmsford and for Kevin
and Anne joining +Graham
Cray and others on a SOMA
UK team to lead a bishops’
retreat in South Sudan.
www.resource-arm.net

MUSIC, WORSHIP AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
As a teenager, playing the organ for midweek Sung Evensong, I learnt how to
play the “Mag”, “Nunc”, Creed, Versicles and Responses, and many more
Anglican peculiarities. Then someone told me about the need for a personal
relationship with God through Jesus, by turning to him and inviting him into my
life. When that happened, I experienced and appreciated a whole new
expression of church music, including “choruses”, not to be confused, as I later
learnt, with “worship songs”!
In my first encounter with evangelical Anglicanism, tempered with mild
charismatic renewal, I saw the role that music could play in worship. I also began
to study the New Testament and soon discovered that so much of present-day
church in the west compares poorly to the church of the Acts of the Apostles.
So, a passion for renewal was “birthed” within me, and the desire to encourage
Holy Spirit renewal was at the root of the call in 1985 to full-time ministry and
became the aim and heart of Christian Music Ministries.
For the past 40 years I have written musicals, psalms, hymns and songs, which
have been a resource and teaching-tool, creating the environment for churches
and individuals to encounter the living God. Music enables us to teach Bible
facts and at the same time experience the presence of God. It’s not quite an
original quote, but “music reaches the parts nothing else can reach”!
When the Spirit moves God’s people usually sing! This seems to be the pattern
in the revivals of Wesley, the crusades of Billy Graham and right through to the
growth and explosion of worship material through the charismatic renewal of
the 60s-90s, with subsequent Fisherfolk, Wimber and Alpha expressions. There
are excesses and failures in all this, where worship music has become a large
industry and sometimes ‘an end in itself’, thereby blunting the original aim.
Nevertheless, music, and other creative arts such as dance, drama, poetry,
painting etc remain vehicles for expression of the incarnational life of the Spirit.
Living things always evolve, usually with change and decay, so renewal must
always constantly be renewed. The hymns and forms of the past have a vital
role in preserving and evaluating our heritage, but some things need to be laid
aside, whilst we assess the new expressions. Wesley and others wrote great
hymns, some of which serve us well today, but there are also many that have
validly been confined to posterity. And maybe more should be! “Here today and
gone tomorrow” is not necessarily a negative epitaph, for the main
consideration should be “What is the Spirit saying to the church?”, the
realisation of which demands an ongoing exposure to the Spirit.
St Paul’s injunction “Be filled with the Spirit” (Eph 5:18) precedes the instruction
“speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs”, the latter of
which specifically requires an ongoing life in the Spirit, an intimacy with God
that will most likely be fluid and informal.
Christian music is essentially functional rather than aesthetic or educational,
and certainly must not be there in preservation of a specific culture or tradition!
Whether it be Handel or Hillsongs, Rutter or Rend Collective, good Christian
music will be that which facilitates a two-way communication, revitalising the
relationship between believers and the Lord. Jesus revealed to a woman at a
well, “God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in the Spirit and in truth”
(John 4:24). Church without music is almost unimaginable, but church music
without the power of the Spirit is bound for failure. However, when Spirit and
Truth combine, we have a church that perpetuates renewal and resource, a
foretaste of heaven itself!
Roger Jones

Roger Jones
Director

Christian Music Ministries

ReSource is pleased to
support Christian Music
Ministries, and applauds
the contribution that
Roger and CMM have
made to the renewal of
church music over the
years. We are looking at
how we can work
together in the future.
Christian Music Ministries
leads concerts, courses,
retreats and other
events. It also publishes
sheet music, recordings,
backing tracks, books and
other resources that
encourage evangelism,
healing and renewal in
the power of the Spirit.
For more details about
CMM’s ministry and
publications please visit
www.cmm.org.uk

INTRODUCING OUR NEW DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
I am thrilled and honoured to have been appointed as the ReSource
Development Manager, starting on 1st October.
A little background may be helpful. I have been a Christian for the last 36 years,
having converted from Judaism whilst at Bristol University. My faith is the most
important part of my life and I have tried to ‘walk the talk’ in my career, which
included 25 years working in the City for several very large financial institutions.
In 2009, I made the move into the Not for Profit Sector, working for a Trade
Association and my last significant role was four years as Bursar of Hertford
College, Oxford. My wife Mary and I are active members of St John’s, Ealing.
I have had a varied career, and a very blessed family life and I have always
sensed the Lord’s protective hand on me. This has helped me to develop
experience and skills in operational roles in banks and in the charity sector,
which I hope will enable me to play a supportive role as we ensure all parts of
the Charity are fit for purpose as ReSource enters a period of significant growth.
Over the last year or so, I have sensed a growing call to work in a full time gospel
role. One or two doors closed on me, but again the Lord’s timing has worked
perfectly as, at least from my perspective, I think there is a pretty good match
between my experience and what I believe ReSource requires.
Since the post was first advertised, I have become increasingly excited about
ReSource. I know that we have a rich history and I believe we are now very well
positioned to make a huge difference across the country. I am particularly
looking forward to working with Kevin and the team. It has been such a delight
to get to know them a little and I look forward to playing my part.
I am particularly excited about working to ensure that the fulsome gifts of the
Holy Spirit are made available to those in ‘little local and ordinary’ churches. I
rather fear that at times my faith has become a little too mundane and safe. I
have found the words of CS Lewis to be quite an inspiration. When referring to
Aslan, the Christ figure in the Narnia books, the beaver says “Who said anything
about safe? Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.”
I believe that ReSource is poised to light a fire up and down the country.
Kevin and the team are already building an enticing menu of options for working
with local churches. If we can bring a godly joyfulness to our engagement, and
a compelling appeal for more of the Holy Spirit, I believe we can be agents of
revolutionary change. We can liberate local churches where the focus has
moved away from our Lord.
And our success will be very infectious.
If we are seen to make a difference, then I believe the word will go out far and
wide. For the gospel and the full power of the Holy Spirit is the best news of all
and others will want their share, just as soon as we can demonstrate what can
be achieved.
I feel incredibly privileged that I will be able to play a supportive role in helping
us to bring this vision into reality. My job is to make sure that every part of
ReSource is ready for this season and I will do everything I can to make sure we
are.
James Lazarus

James Lazarus

Development Manager
As our full time
Development Manager
for the next two years
James will ensure that
ReSource is organised
and shaped in a way that
helps us to deliver our
ministry effectively as we
look to extend our work
and our reach.
In a wide brief James will
have a particular
responsibility for putting
in place the processes to
appoint, deploy and
support a team of
volunteer Regional
Coordinators and
Ministry Associates.
James will also work
closely with Alan, Merisa
and Carolyn, as they look
at how we can fund a
growing work, and also
how we can help little,
local and ordinary
churches become more
aware of how we can
support and resource
them.

Please pray for
James as he joins us
and in the important
work that God has
called him to.

This hoarding in Telford
Town Centre was one of
the first things we saw on
the day we occupied our
new office in Meeting
Point House. It felt like
God’s welcome. A word of
encouragement from Him
for this next stage on the
ReSource journey.
The great, even giant, opportunity we have is to serve little, local and ordinary
churches across the country for adventurous engagement with the Holy Spirit
for renewal, discipleship and mission. What more privileged calling could there
be for us as an organisation, than to be a practical and spiritual support to
churches living out their collective discipleship in often challenging contexts,
seeking to be alive in the Spirit and active in mission!
The hoarding in Telford town centre is there to hide the construction work that
is going on behind it. Telford is getting quite a facelift for its 50th anniversary.
Like the new hotels and office blocks being built around Meeting Point House,
we as a charity are still a work in progress. I guess that we always will be, but
that description feels particularly apt at the moment as we re-shape our work
to enable us to serve the mainstream churches more widely and more
effectively. So what is happening behind the hoarding?
On the governance front we are about to become a Charitable Incorporated
Organisation and we are prayerfully strengthening the Board of Trustees and
soon to appoint a new substantive Chair of Trustees. Watch this space! And as
we look to replace Philip Carver’s financial expertise on the Board, do let me
know if this is a gift that you might bring to us.
On the staffing front we have appointed James Lazarus on a two year Contract
for Services to advise and help us as we shape-up organisationally for a wider
and expanded work, and I have already mentioned the volunteer
appointments of Carolyn Dykes and Merisa MacInnes to help Alan Kerbey to
raise the funds we shall need to enable staff appointments and the other
expenses of an increased scale of ministry. Indeed, while we address the
financial challenges the Trustees have decided to defer the appointment of a
Resources Manager (to develop a portfolio of accessible written and ava
resources) into a point next year when we are clearer that we can afford one.
On the ministry front I am grateful for the volunteer support of Christopher
Landau and a small number of church leaders who help to deliver our ministry.
The appointment of regional animateurs for our work, and of a team of
accredited Associates will be the key to expanding our reach in the future, and
this, along with having ministry-leads for our five areas of work, is a work in
progress. I am keen to appoint an Intercessions Coordinator as a first priority,
so do be in touch if this could be you!
On the ministry front, too, we are developing a clearer ‘menu’ of options that
we can offer to churches and groups of churches, and I am grateful to the team
of church leaders who are currently working on this with me. The hoarding will
soon come down on this, along with our new logo, branding, literature and
website.
In the meantime do please pray for all ‘the work behind the hoardings’ and
the giant opportunity that we have ahead of us.
Kevin Roberts

Kevin Roberts

Director of ReSource
Our ability to grasp the
‘giant opportunity’ we
have to help little, local
and ordinary churches to
engage with the Holy Spirit
for renewal, discipleship
and mission will depend
on our ability to fund a
growing work.
More information about
how you can support us
financially will come your
way in October.
While we are working hard
to access grants from Trust
Funds and benefactors,
the backbone of our
finances will need to be
the financial giving of
those who are on the
journey with us. We are so
grateful for it, along with
your encouragement and
your prayers. They are all
gifts to us.
Thank you so much!
We shall need a significant
increase in financial
support year on year to
fulfil our vision on a wider
scale. Please give to
ReSource as you can, and
as you feel prompted and
guided.
Thank you.

ADVENTURE AWAITS: A WEEKEND IN THE PEAK DISTRICT
In June Kevin Roberts came to lead a ReSource weekend for the United
Benefice of Holy Trinity Matlock Bath and St Mary’s Cromford, at the invitation
of our Vicar, Nick Grayshon, and the PCCs. At both churches we have been
wondering what God has for us in the future so we were looking for some
guidance as to what might be the way forward.
On the Friday evening both PCCs and a few others met with Kevin to Set the
Scene. The message over the weekend was that our mission needs to flow out
from the Holy Spirit working in us first and then out through us. We reflected
during the evening on what is God doing in our churches and in our personal
lives, and we spent some time in worship and receiving God’s Spirit afresh.
We were inspired by a children’s banner in the school
hall in which we were meeting, which said simply
‘Adventure Awaits’, and we explored together
something of the adventure into which we are invited
by Jesus, and which can be the keynote of churches
living in the power and provision of the Holy Spirit. Should these be the words
we put over the entrance to our churches?
Kevin shared from his own experience and challenged us to think about the
work of the Holy Spirit in us as individuals and then corporately. Many were
challenged to look at their own experience in the light of Kevin’s input to see
where we might need to rethink some beliefs and grow in our spiritual lives.
On the Sunday Kevin took as the title ‘Deeper in, further out’, based on Ezekiel’s
vision of the river flowing out from the temple. He asked us to think about the
new things that God is doing amongst us, and whether we “perceive them” and
welcome them.
Kevin explained at one point how in his vision Ezekiel was taken back to the
East Gate that he had previously visited in chapter 40, but how God met him
on his second visit in an entirely new way, not now with visions of glory, but
with the vision of an ever-deepening river that flowed from the temple. We
were invited not to hark back to “the glory days”, but to welcome the new
things that God is doing amongst us, and to enjoy the adventure that this
brings. We were invited to step deeper into the “living water” of the Spirit. We
were encouraged to become more of Christ’s Body here, aiming at a deeper
unity and using the gifts which the Holy Spirit has given us.
The final communion service brought us all together at Holy Trinity and helped
us to see and hear more of what the Lord was saying to us. We felt very blessed
as a congregation to know that the Lord indeed has a plan and purpose for us
here, however we might sometimes feel individually. It was an encouragement
to know that, in the power of the Holy Spirit, we can make a difference in our
communities. To stand together around the Lord’s Table and to hear the words
and pictures and scriptures shared by members of the congregation was a
heart-warming and joy-filled finale to the weekend.
All in all it was an extremely positive weekend for all those who were present.
We look forward to seeing how this will work out in our churches in the weeks
and years to come. Adventure Awaits!
And we look forward to continuing to work with ReSource as we venture into
the future with the expectation that the Lord has a plan for renewal in both
churches, and then to opening the gates and moving with renewed vison and
enthusiasm.
Anne Wilderspin

Anne Wilderspin

Holy Trinity, Matlock
“The weekend confirmed
that we need to deepen our
experience & knowledge of
the Holy Spirit before we can
reach out effectively to
others. Also as churches we
can’t run a race looking
backwards!”
“I will look at the Holy Spirit
in a different way. He is
much bigger than I was
imagining or feeling.”

“Someone felt confident
enough to open up and
share a very intimate life
experience & testimony to
the presence of the Holy
Spirit, because of the ‘safe
space’ created - Thank you.”
“I appreciated the teaching
on the Holy Spirit as a Person
walking alongside us,
connecting us to the Father
and to the age to come.”

HEALING ON A CRUISE SHIP
God will heal anywhere we ask Him – in houses, offices,
fields, restaurants, planes, streets - even in churches and
MacDonald’s! He heals on cruise ships too.
My wife Fran and I were recently on a beautiful cruise in
the Adriatic and for our evening meals like to sit at a table
with several fellow guests. Amongst the guests on our
penultimate night were a couple in their late middle age,
Igor and Maria (not their real names), Russians now living
in New York. We asked them if they had enjoyed the cruise, to which Maria
replied that it had been marred on many days by bad migraines from which she
had suffered for some years. I told her of the Lord’s power to heal and gave
them our cabin extension number, inviting them to call us if they would like us
to pray for her.
Early the next morning Maria called us: can we pray for her? In our cabin,
explaining more of God’s love and healing power we discovered that they
attended a ‘Jews for Jesus’ church. Igor, a gentle giant had had a stutter from
the age of four and it could take him up to quarter of a minute to speak a word.
Before praying for someone’s healing, in certain circumstances it is important
to ask if there is anyone they need to forgive. If there is, they can speak out loud
the forgiveness to the person as if they were there in the room. In Maria’s case
there was and she issued a genuine pardon to them following which we prayed
for her.
While praying for Maria God made it clear to me that if we prayed for Igor to
speak in tongues He would heal him of the stutter, which I told Igor. Having
explained to him about baptism in the Holy Spirit and the gifts He gives we
prayed for him, Igor first having forgiven a family member after a long held
grudge. He spoke in tongues beautifully and flowingly without a single
hesitation! The following morning before the cruise ended we saw them at
breakfast. Maria had had no further migraines, Igor was speaking perfectly and
they left the ship praising the Lord.
Two weeks later Igor emailed to say “my stutter problem has disappeared, with
only a very seldom slip” and that Maria had not had a single migraine since.
Praying for a person’s healing is easier than we might think: we simply take Jesus
at His word (eg in Mark 16.18b and John 14.12) and have a go - that’s
fundamentally what faith is: having a go and leaving the result to the Lord.
When we do that we can see those wonderful results happening before our
eyes: deaf ears hear, legs lengthen, lumps disappear, limbs freed, allergies
banished, backs straighten, the lame not only walking but running, depression
eradicated, asthma eliminated, phobias vanish, eyesight restored, migraines
cease, spiritual oppression lifted……the list goes on because we have an
expansive God. Another wonderful result is to see His people trained and
growing in confidence as to their delight they see that Jesus really is true to His
word.
That is just what we love to do at ReSource: to train and see the people of God
in little, local and ordinary churches come alive as they experience His
faithfulness and see His kingdom come in power. Igor and Maria said that they
knew they were going to meet someone special on that cruise. They did…..they
met their living Lord!
Chris Oldroyd

Sue & David Aston

Langport Filling Station
“What a privilege it was to
pray for Gretel during the
ministry time at the end of
the Langport Filling Station.
Kevin’s talk hadn’t been on
the subject of healing, but
Gretel asked Kevin and me
to pray for some relief from
her arthritis, especially the
pain in her left knee that
had been particularly
debilitating that day.
As I laid hands on her knee I
had a sensation of heat, and
within a short period Gretel
felt the pain diminish and
then disappear altogether.
There was temporary relief
that night from arthritic
pain in her whole body, but
it is the healing in her knees
that has remained.
In Gretel’s own words: “The
healing in my left knee
where you placed your
hand is complete. My leg is
strong and there is no pain.
It really is a miracle. I am
truly thankful for the
healing I have received. I
have been telling the
people I meet about it. I
have had the results of the
X-rays of my knees. Both
knees are perfect.”
Thanks be to God!”
Sue Aston
Langport Filling Station

RENEWAL DAY FOR FROME AND VILLAGES
As part of its role to equip and encourage the local church, Frome Deanery,
working closely with Frome Area Christians Together, invited a team from
ReSource to come and lead a ‘Renewal Day’.
With over 100 people attending from at least 10 local churches, there was a
buzz of expectation on arrival. The day started with a wonderful time of
worship which helped us focus on all three persons of God.
Morning sessions from Kevin, Keith and Anne focused on the person and work
of the Holy Spirit, with lots of examples of how He works in our daily lives,
opportunities for questions, and time to discuss things in small groups.
Bringing their considerable experience of rural ministry, Kevin Roberts and
Keith Powell reminded us that God’s heart is for the ‘little, local and ordinary’
churches - like many of ours - and that the Holy Spirit often works quietly and
gently, through nudges and prompts, as well as more dramatic activities.
The testimonies from Anne and Keith were very helpful and it was good to hear
Kevin and Keith ‘demystify’ the Holy Spirit and remind us that God wants to
release the Holy Spirit to work in an 8.00am BCP communion service just as
much as the big, lively church down the road; He is for all of us. Throughout
the day, there were regular times of prayer and ministry, always clearly
explained for those who were less familiar with this more informal style of
worship and teaching.
After lunch, delegates could choose from one of five workshops - ‘Prayer
ministry, theory and practice’, ‘How does God speak?’, Healing ministry in the
local church’, Renewing the local church’, and ‘Encountering God in worship’
These smaller sessions, each led by experienced leaders, helped people to
discuss and learn from each other, and to be encouraged to try new things. A
final session on responding to the Holy Spirit gave more time for ministry and,
for some, a fresh encounter with the Holy Spirit. The day ended with a
wonderful time of prayer, with each church represented and prayed for by
others.
It was really exciting to see this event happening in Frome and we will be
praying that it will be a significant step in releasing the work and fruits of the
Holy Spirit in and through the churches in and around Frome.
We found the day hugely encouraging and a great blessing, and know that
others did too.
As one of our friends said afterwards, “I have known about the HS and seen
him at work in my life and the life of my church for a long time, but I had let
this relationship drift. This was an opportunity to re-engage with God and be
refreshed. For me, this was the best day of the year so far!”
Henry and Caroline Pomeroy

“I loved the gentle,
sensitive portrayal of
the personal God who
draws us to himself by
his Holy Spirit”

Henry & Caroline Pomeroy
Frome Deanery

The Frome and Villages
Renewal Day brought
together churches
working in mission, under
the banner of the national
HOPE initiative.
The invitation to ReSource
came out of a recognition
that we hold together the
work of the Holy Spirit in
renewal and mission.
Renewal is for mission (we
say) and mission can’t
easily happen without
renewal, all as the one
work of the Spirit.

If you would like to
explore holding a
similar Day in your
Deanery, Circuit or
region, tailored to the
particular needs that
you have locally,
please do be in touch
with us. The Frome
Day was so well
received that we
would love to offer
something similar in
other places too.
“God gave me a renewed
hunger to follow him and
serve him without fear
and to put my trust in his
precious promises”

PHILIP CARVER, CHAIR OF RESOURCE TRUSTEES: A TRIBUTE
Philip Carver died on 19th June after suffering a heart
attack. The significance of his life and ministry was seen
in the hundreds of people attending his funeral, including
many clergy and a number of Bishops. He was born on 16
May 1950 and was adopted early in his life by Len and
Phyllis Carver and grew up in Leicester, and
Leicestershire was to be his home throughout his life. His
experience of being adopted became a significant theme
of his Christian faith. He was deeply moved to be called a
son of God and Rembrandt’s depiction of the parable of the Prodigal Son, which
was read at his funeral, and Henri Nouwen’s book ‘Return of the Prodigal Son’
were very significant to him. Philip put his faith in Jesus Christ in his teens
through a Christian boys camp in Wales led by David Tryon. He started attending
Holy Trinity Church, Leicester where he met his wife, Heather and they were
married for 44 years and had three children, John, Chris and Liz.
Professionally Philip was a Chartered Accountant and a respected member of
professional bodies in Leicestershire. Philip used his financial ability and his
attention to detail to serve the church and others in many ways. He worked as
the Director of Finance for Leicester and Coventry Dioceses. As well as being
trustee for ReSource, he served in this way for St John’s Theological College,
Nottingham and Offa House Retreat Centre, Leamington, and on the PCC of Holy
Trinity Church where he oversaw the finances of a very significant building
redevelopment in the late 1980’s. He is an example of how God will use our skills
and experience if we offer them to him.
A person’s legacy is always found in people and Philip touched so many people’s
lives. Philip loved his family and was so proud of them. He was a warm and
generous-hearted man who had a great sense of humour and a joy in his life that
often showed in a twinkle in his eye and a readiness to laugh. He cared for
people and wanted to know how they were. People sought his counsel and he
gave time to provide guidance and mentorship to many. And he had a
compassion for the most vulnerable people which led him to establish Trinity
Money Advice Leicester, a service to support those who are in financial debt
which has helped countless numbers of people and will continue to do so.
At his funeral service George Herbert’s poem “Love Bade me Welcome” was
read as a reflection of Philip’s love of poetry but also his amazement at the grace
of God. The poem contains these words:
‘Truth, Lord; but I have marr'd them: let my shame
Go where it doth deserve.'
'And know you not,' says Love, 'Who bore the blame?'
'My dear, then I will serve.'
'You must sit down,' says Love, 'and taste my meat.'
So I did sit and eat.
Philip served in response to God’s love and grace which bore the blame in Jesus.
But he also learned to sit and eat. The foundations of Philip’s life were a love for
God’s word, the Bible, and prayer. Philip loved to read commentaries that
deepened his understanding of Scripture and when he preached his sermons
would be peppered with quotes of the wisdom he had received from others.
And he was a pray-er. He was first to attend the church prayer meeting and he
would pray personally with people and was faithful in private prayer each day.
These were the hidden practices that produced the life that had such influence.
The apostle Paul wrote “Imitate me as I also imitate Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1).
Philip tried to imitate Christ and the result was that he lived a life that we can
learn from and seek to live.
John McGinley
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How to give to Resource
Single donations can be made by
cheque, by CAF voucher, or
through the donate button on our
website www.resource-arm.net.
Standing order and gift aid forms
are available on the website’s ‘Get
involved’ page, or from the office.
Information about how to
remember ReSource in your will is
also available on the website or
from Paula.
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