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Seeking Sanctuary
“We are in the Sanctuary now. Three hours of the most
relaxing songs to help you unwind at the end of the day”.
Smooth Radio offers us a musical sanctuary every evening
to recover from the stresses of the day. We can pamper
ourselves with Sanctuary Spa skin care products. Hotels
advertise their sanctuary retreats. More poignantly, we are
familiar with the numbers of refugees and asylum seekers
worldwide looking for sanctuary as they flee poverty
and violence. Sanctuary, it seems, is undergoing something
of a revival.

The sanctuary for us is the place where God dwells. It is the
place where heaven and earth meet. It is the place where, as
David puts it in Psalm 63, we behold God’s power and glory.
And as the letter to the Hebrews describes it so graphically,
it is the holiest place, into which we can go with confidence
because of all that Jesus accomplished on the cross. The
curtain is torn, and the way is open, and we can “draw near
to God” (Hebrews 10:19-25), in all the startling wonder and
soul-refreshing reality of intimate engagement with the
three-fold One who loves us.
Sadly, weariness isn’t just a feature of modern life generally,
it is often a feature of church life. We get tired in the Lord’s
service. We get tired in our well-doing. We get tired keeping
the show on the road. In too many churches expectancy
has been replaced by a dull predictability, that numbs our
dormant spirits and locks us into routines of outward show
bereft of inward reality.
Maybe, then, it is time to go into the sanctuary.

On a very broad canvas people are looking for sanctuary.
This ancient concept, and biblical word, has been dusted
down for a new generation and seems to encapsulate a
deep human longing. In the rush of daily living, and in the
weariness and harshness of modern life for many, sanctuary
speaks of retreat, and safety, and belonging, and even of
home coming. A sanctuary is a place into which we can
withdraw, and repair, and refresh the spirit, ready to face life
with renewed vigour.
As Christians, our distinctive word to the world is that this
deep renewal comes not from pampering and indulgence,
but from a personal and collective encounter with the living
God, who alone can refresh the soul and re-ignite
our passion for life.

ReSource offers Sanctuary Days and Weekends for
churches and groups of churches for just this purpose.
We come to you. We plan with you. We shape the content
around the familiar traditions of your church. There’s no
homework in advance of the day and no action plans at
the end of it. Just space and uncluttered time in God’s
presence, where the Holy Spirit can refresh our souls
and renew our spirits, for reinvigorated church life in a
sanctuary-seeking world. Read on to discover more……
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A Year of Sanctuary
Can I encourage you to consider
hosting a ReSource Sanctuary
Day or Sanctuary Weekend
in your church or group of
churches during 2020? Infact,
can we work together to make
this a Year of Sanctuary, a
year of seeking God, as the
prerequisite for outward-facing
church life across the country?
I would love that to be the case. And to then develop
rhythms of sanctuary in our churches, so that we regularly
retreat in order to advance.

The next step will be to make contact with us on 01952
371300 or email office@resource-arm.net to arrange an
initial conversation, in which you can ask any questions on
detail and explore possible dates. We will then discuss which
ReSource Minister is best placed to help to lead the Day or
Weekend for you, and who from that point will liaise with
you on the design of the programme. As with all ReSource
events there is no fixed fee, though we ask host churches
to cover the ReSource Minister’s expenses and to make a
contribution, as you are able, towards our central costs.

Each Sanctuary Day or Weekend is designed uniquely for
the setting in which it is being held. It will be facilitated
by ReSource Ministers in a local church building or other
appropriate venue, and the content will be tailored to the
tradition of the church and the ways in which God is at work
locally. Sanctuary Days can be held for a small group or for
larger numbers from multiple churches, and for those who
attend there is no preparation and no homework. These
are Days for being rather than doing, for resting rather than
rushing, for receiving rather than giving out.
What exactly happens on a Sanctuary Day will be decided
in consultation with local leaders, but each Day will be
set in the context of worship (in a familiar style), and will
generally include teaching from the scriptures, periods of
silence, opportunities for personal prayer (including prayer
stations where that is feasible), the breaking of bread, and
an opportunity for participants to be prayed for individually.
And of course, we shall eat together! As a ReSource event
the emphasis throughout will be on meeting with God in the
power and fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
If all this whets your appetite, do please speak to your
church leaders and discuss whether there might be a time in
the coming year when you could host a ReSource Sanctuary
Day or Weekend locally, along these lines.

So, can we make this a Year of Sanctuary, and work
together to multiply Sanctuary Days and Weekends across
the country? What a 2020 that would be! So that more
and more of God’s people, in little, local and ordinary
churches across the country, will say with David in Psalm
26, “I love your Sanctuary, Lord, the place where your
glorious presence dwells.”
With love and prayer,

Director of ReSource

“I was excited to learn about the Sanctuary Days which Resource are able to offer.1 This
sounded just what our benefice needs right now as many of our key leaders are weighed down
and in need of refreshment as we work through our current Vacancy and search for a new Vicar.
The prospect of spending a day just waiting on God and receiving prayer and refreshment in our
various ministries is one to which we are keenly looking forward on 16 May”
Steve West, Reader, St Mary’s, Tadcaster

“You, God, are awesome in your
sanctuary; the God of Israel gives
power and strength to his people.
Praise be to God!“
Psalm 68:35
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Sanctuary: A Spa Day for the Soul
One of these was Elizabeth. In her 80s, Elizabeth
has a life-long faith which in recent years has
come alive for her. She is excited by God. “Why
don’t you try the Sanctuary day?” “Oh, no. Not
my kind of thing at all!” I think she imagined
loud extrovert praise and something which
felt intimidating. But she trusted me enough
to give it a try, despite entering the room with
trepidation in her face.
Browsing the ReSource newsletter in the Spring, I was
thrilled to read about the new ‘Sanctuary Days’. They
sounded like exactly what we needed!
Life at St. Mary’s Sprotbrough, like many other churches,
can be stretching and demanding. It’s easy to lose sight
of the still centre of refreshing encounter with Jesus in the
busyness. The Ministry Team agreed, and we decided to
book a church weekend at home, built around a Sanctuary
Day on the Saturday. Having enjoyed a weekend away last
year with Kevin and Anne, the prospect of inviting them
back was one we anticipated warmly.
However, folk can be cautious of something they are not
sure about. I was repeatedly asked, “So, what is it? What
will happen?” In other words, what am I letting myself in
for? Those who had shared the weekend away the year
before trusted the ‘team’ even if they didn’t know much
about the ‘product’. I had to be quite proactive in coaxing
some to give it a try!
One attendee described the day, “Anne explained the concept
of a grazing buffet and how throughout the day we would be a
grazing on bible verses, times of quiet contemplation, creative
activities and worship. The day enabled us to talk with one
another, spend time with our own thoughts and share a special
journey together. Kevin led us through a series of verses that
showed us how to accept the grace of God, approach with
confidence, approach together, enjoy the feast and make this a
regular part of our lives.”
Some people came who were not sure that this was for them,
but by the end of the day they knew they had made the right
decision and really valued the fellowship and all that
we experienced of God the Holy Spirit.
“The whole day was led in a quiet and calm way that left a
feeling of renewal and spiritual refreshment. Indeed, a day of
rest and peace, a true Sanctuary“

The worship was gentle, the space healing, the
teaching inspiring, the food and fellowship rich
and abundant. In church the next morning Elizabeth shared
a moving testimony “I didn’t think I would like it. But I’m so
glad I was there. The Elizabeth who walked in is not the same
as the Elizabeth who left at the end. I have been so blessed by
the experience.” Others spoke of the stillness which was so
therapeutic and exactly what was needed. Just what the
Divine Doctor ordered!

One individual, who has struggled with major challenges
over the last three years, felt that she was moved from
crucifixion to resurrection. “It was as if the stone was being
moved, and the chink of light grew. The grave clothes were
being gently removed, and I was being set free. I’ve never been
comfortable with the term ‘born again’ but that’s how I feel.”
That has been evident in her face, and relationships, since
the Sanctuary Day. Things have changed. The problems
haven’t disappeared, and there are many still to
be faced, but she has new strength and confidence to
face them.
All of us are learning more to draw on God, to spend
sanctuary time in the midst of the demands for other things.
It truly does Re-Source our lives!
Amanda Barraclough
Rector of Sprotbrough
“It was as if the stone was being moved, and the chink of light
grew. The grave clothes were being gently removed, and I was
being set free””
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ReSource Ministers 2020
We are delighted to announce the appointment of the first cohort of ReSource Ministers to assist in the
delivery of ReSource’s public ministry across the United Kingdom. We are deeply grateful to God for calling
such an experienced and Spirit-filled team to share in this great work with us and are pleased to introduce
them briefly here. We look forward to announcing further appointments in the Spring Newsletter.

Stephen Dinsmore

Philip Dorling

Stephen is married to Janet and
lives in rural Somerset. He is National
Director of SOMA UK, which sends
short term mission teams to Africa and the Indian
subcontinent to encourage, equip and empower
church leaders, in the powers of the Spirit.

Philip and his wife Jacquie live and
work at Scargill House where Philip
recently took up a post as Chaplain. He
was a forester before ordained ministry posts in
Ulverston, South Africa and most recently as the
Rector of a rural multi-parish benefice near Penrith,
in Cumbria.

Stephen says, “Through Resource’s ministry I long to
see congregations and their leaders repaired, prepared
and released by the Spirit for the particular ministry and
mission to which they are called. Nationally it is little,
local and ordinary churches that make up the majority
of parishes. Assisting them to keep the person and work
of the Holy Spirit at the forefront of their discipleship will
lead not only to the transforming of individuals but also of
congregations and communities.”

“The most surprising and motivating discovery in my life”
says Philip, “has been that the God who made everything
is interested in individual people. I can’t get over it! My
heart’s desire is to see God using the ministry of ReSource
to befriend people, to fill them with his Spirit, and then to
go on transforming them, so that, as they live for him, his
love is shared naturally in this country and beyond.”

Felicity Lawson

Stewart Fyfe

Felicity has taught in a Theological
College, been a Diocesan Director of
Ordinands and most recently a Vicar and Rural Dean.
In early retirement she lives in Barnoldswick and has
an active ministry at Scargill House.

Stewart and his wife Carolyn live in
rural Cumbria where Stewart is Rector
of the ten North Westmorland Parishes in the Eden
Valley, and Rural Dean of Appleby, as well as being a
member of the Church of England’s General Synod.

She says “I love to create spaces where individuals
and groups can meet with God and experience his
transforming love and grace, whether that is in retreats
and quiet days, training events or church weekends.
In the Gospels we see that Jesus has a particular
compassion for the poor and marginalised and I believe
nothing delights him more than when people in the
‘little, local and ordinary churches’ ReSource exists to
serve have an encounter with our amazing and anything
but ordinary God.”

Stewart says “I long to see more of God breaking directly
into people’s lives. I actually believe that the Holy Spirit
is constantly at work meeting people directly, but neither
they, nor the Church, recognise that it is God behind their
experience. I would love to see more of God directly at
work in people’s lives, and the Church more expectant and
equipped to interpret people’s experiences so that they can
make their own response to Him.”
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ReSource Ministers 2020
Chris Oldroyd

Anne Roberts

Chris and his wife Fran live near
to Hindhead in Surrey, where Chris
has an active ministry in retirement after
a professional life in property management, and
leadership in both Anglican and Vineyard churches.

Anne and her husband Kevin live
in Telford, where Anne is a Chaplain
at the Severn Hospice, after previous
ministry in hospital and school Chaplaincy and as
domestic Chaplain to the Bishop of Bath and Wells,
and Chaplain to the Bishop’s Palace, Wells.

Chris says, “for many years my heart has been for
the faithful people who wonderfully keep our small
churches alive, sometimes facing a sense of isolation and
discouragement. It is these small churches that have the
greatest presence in their local communities and therefore
the greatest potential to bring the Lord’s love and power
to His needy and beloved world. This is exactly what
ReSource helps such churches to do and it continues to be
a tremendous joy to be part of such an effective ministry.”

Anne says, “I love to reassure people of all ages that God
knows their hopes and their fears, and that He will be by
their side through it all. I enjoy helping people grow in
confidence to tell their own faith stories and to have hope
in Christ alone for the future of His Church. As the Holy
Spirit is welcomed afresh, it is always a privilege to witness
both individuals and church communities discovering
more of our faithful God.”

Phil Stone

Keith Powell

Phil and his wife Di live and work at
Scargill House, where Phil is the Leader
of the thriving, multinational Community welcoming
people for retreats, conferences and holidays.
Phil was previously a Vicar, Team Rector and Area
Dean in London. He is an honorary Canon in the
Diocese of Leeds

Keith and his wife Jill live in
Somerset, where Keith is the Renewal
Advisor for the Diocese of Bath and Wells, and until
recently was Rector of a rural multi-parish benefice.

“What would I love to see?” asks Phil, “Church
communities alive to the Holy Spirit, where relationships
are deepened and open to the local neighbourhood. What
would I love to see? The Holy Spirit giving us God’s vision
of good news for the marginalised, filling our hearts with
compassion, compelling us to be joyful risk takers, so we
can be bearers of the transforming love of Jesus in hard
places.”

As Keith says, “I am delighted to have the privilege of
serving as a ReSource Minister. I believe we are about
to witness a powerful new move of God in which He will
rebuild His church in order to revive the nations. I long to
see every member of the church, every disciple of Jesus,
released by the love of Christ and equipped by the power
of the Holy Spirit to fulfil our commission to share the
Good News about Jesus, to a confused world in desperate
need of a Saviour”

ReSource Ministers are all in good standing with their Dioceses or denomination and are appointed after a process of
prayerful discernment. They offer themselves to deliver ReSource’s ministry on a voluntary basis in line with its core
values and its calling “to enable little, local and ordinary churches to engage with the Holy Spirit for renewal, discipleship and
mission”. All ReSource Ministers have an enhanced DBS and have undertaken safeguarding training in line with national
requirements for ordained or lay leaders. ReSource Ministers are accountable to the Director. Any enquiries for their
ministry can be made to them directly or through the ReSource Office.
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Intercessors Launched!
It is a joy to report that the Intercessors Network is
launched! We were served so well in the autumn by Mike
and Ann Hutchinson as our pioneer Coordinators. Thank
you to them, and our prayers for Mandy Green as she
takes over for the spring term.
We have received lots of encouraging feedback: “Thank
you for your prayers and for being such an essential part of
ReSource. Your prayers mean so much not only to us as we lead
but to those to whom we have the privilege of speaking and
ministering. Many were prayed for and there was a real sense
of the presence of Jesus. They were amazed and grateful that so
many people were specially praying for them”.
Just as God is entrusting greater responsibility to ReSource
through more speaking engagements and more volunteer
ReSource Ministers joining our team, so we need to expand
the foundational base of Intercession. As someone said to
me recently, “the intercessors are an absolutely integral and
indispensable part of the ministry”.
I am a firm believer that the best recruiters of other
intercessors are the intercessors themselves! It takes one
to recognise the servant heart and potential of another and
then lovingly to pray it into being.
There are around thirty in the Network at present. Wouldn’t
it be great if we could double that number in 2020? Is this
something that God might be calling you to do? Is there
someone in your church or prayer group who could be a
ReSource intercessor? Does anyone spring to mind as you
read the article ‘What me an Intercessor?’ We would love to
welcome them into the Network. Do be in touch, with me on
prayer@resource-arm.net or via the ReSource office.
Esther McCafferty
Intercessors’ Network Facilitator

What me an intercessor?
Would you consider being part of a group across the country
spending time with the Lord each day listening to Him,
meditating on Scripture, waiting in silence? To be prayerful for

meetings, appointments, conferences, and ReSource’s work
for renewal and mission. Then to pass on any impressions
however small, Bible verses or songs, pictures, words, feelings,
that may come to you, so that the Minister leading an event
can be encouraged and pass these on to hosts and delegates.
You will be a vital part in ReSource’s life-giving ministry,
and you will be an instrument through whom the Holy Spirit
can speak, to encourage, strengthen and comfort those we
minister to.
This is for ordinary followers of Jesus Christ! You don’t need a
theological degree, nor will you be expected to spend hours
in prayer. It is just about tuning into God’s presence during
your daily tasks, as you wash up, walk the dog, listen to music
or focus a while on ReSource in your regular devotional times.
You will be part of a team learning together and waiting on
the Lord. And you will get regular feedback about what our
amazing God is doing in his love and faithfulness.
We stand in the gap between the now and the not yet,
interceding that His kingdom will come, and His will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. It is God’s work to renew and
refresh His Church, but how wonderful that He invites the
likes of you and me from little, ordinary and local churches to
play a part, as we pray. Do think and pray about whether you
can join us!
Meryl, Esther and Mandy

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask
anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears
us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of him.”
1 John 5:14,15

“It is an amazing thought that every prayer
you have ever prayed has been heard by God”
Christian Healing Mission
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God’s sustaining grace
Amanda Barraclough is stepping down as a ReSource
Trustee. We will miss her gracious, gentle, clear guidance
and wisdom, but thank God for her and wish her well as
she takes on new responsibilities nationally, connected
to her work as Dean of Women’s Ministry in the Diocese
of Sheffield. At the same time, we welcome John Fell as a
new Trustee. John is a lay Canon of Liverpool Cathedral, a
Trustee of the Scargill Movement and a retired accountant.
We are pleased to welcome him on board!
Amanda writes “It was around 2003 when I found myself
sat in a London retreat house. I had been invited as a ‘young
member of clergy with a connection to Anglican Renewal
Ministries’ to be part of a consultation process to explore
the future path God was calling ARM on. If indeed, there was
a future path. Flattered to be regarded as ‘young’ when I was
in my 40s and knowing how much I had valued ARM in my
journey of discipleship and calling to ordained ministry, I was
keen to take part in what would be a three day conversation.
Little did I know that those three days would be the start of
a 16-year journey.
As the bank of candles was blown out after our final service,
one sparked back into life, looking like a pilot light. It
seemed to confirm the growing sense of holding the future
in an open hand – so began the small Pilot Light Group. Over
the next 18 months we met, prayed, listened, and discerned
a call to God’s new thing – ReSource.
It has been a remarkable, unpredictable journey with
some remarkable people and a remarkable and amazingly
unpredictable God. There have been numerous times of
having to pause and wait for a new mandate. And I have
had the privilege to meet so many wonderful and inspiring

Trustees, with an
ever-changing
kaleidoscope of
group dynamics.
The priest I am
today is in no small
part a result of my
ReSource journey. I have
learnt to trust more fully the
sustaining grace of the Holy Spirit for my own ministry. I
have sensed the call to grapple with struggle, to accept it as
part of the natural territory of Spirit-led ministry.
So often I think we regard struggle as a temporary anomaly
which suggests we have missed our way. I suspect struggle
is our natural habitat. “In this world you will have tribulation
– but be of good cheer – I have overcome the world.” The
fragility of tribulation can be frustrating, a state of being we
rail against, but it keeps us close to God and aware of our
utter dependence upon him. That has been a recurring motif
in the journey of ReSource from that 2003 gathering and
ever since.
I am utterly convinced that the Church needs what ReSource
has to offer. I know how much my own church has benefitted
from ReSource. Incarnation suggests that God is a God of
the little, the local and the ordinary. But when you inhabit
that ordinary place you find the most extraordinary God
at work.”
Amanda Barraclough
ReSource Trustee 2004-19

“I am delighted to be appointed as a Trustee of ReSource for Anglican Renewal Ministries,
and am looking forward to working with the Trustees, and with Kevin and the staff, on the
exciting developments that God has planned for ReSource over the next few years.”
Canon John Fell
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Renewal Retreat for Church Leaders and Spouses
We are looking forward to leading a ReSource Renewal
Retreat at Scargill House from 18-20 March 2020. The retreat
is designed for clergy and other church leaders, along with
their spouses, who are working for Holy Spirit renewal in
little, local and ordinary churches, maybe in contexts outside
their natural charismatic spirituality. This can be a tough
place to be, especially for the long haul, and this retreat is
an opportunity to spend some time away from the coal face
and with other church leaders working in similar contexts, to
refresh the batteries and renew the soul.

Ministers and the programme will include informal worship,
teaching on themes that will strike a chord with those
working for renewal in mainstream churches, ministry
times in main sessions and in groups, and plenty of space
for personal prayer, walking, talking and doing whatever is
needed to replenish what life and ministry has depleted, and
all in the incomparable setting of Scargill House.
Full booking details can be found on the Scargill website www.
scargillmovement.org/book or by phone 01756 760500. Full
board accommodation for the three-day retreat costs £135.

The retreat will be led by Kevin Roberts and other ReSource

Autumn Appeal

Saints Alive!

SOMA UK

Thank you to all those who prayed for
the ReSource Autumn Appeal, and who
were able to contribute to it financially.
God has been very good to us over the
last two years as we have invested into
growth and worked with significant
deficit budgets and small reserves, and
we are once again left humbled by the
response to our annual appeal from
our many friends and fellow travellers.
So far, we have received gifts of over
£20000, along with new or increased
standing orders to the value of over
£5000 each year. This makes so much
more possible. Thank you.

As we travel the country people often
tell us how significant Saints Alive!
was in their conversion or personal
renewal in the things of the Spirit. We
are delighted, therefore, that Bishop
John Finney and Canon Felicity Lawson,
who first wrote the course for ARM
back in the early 1980s, are revising
it for re-publication in July 2020, in a
new format to be published by David
C. Cook. ReSource is delighted to be
associated with the re-publication of
Saints Alive! and will lead a series of
promotional gatherings for the course
in autumn 2020 and spring 2021.

We continue to build our partnership
with SOMA UK, as we work to very
similar goals for Holy Spirit renewal in
mainstream churches in the UK and
overseas. During 2020 the two sets of
Trustees will be spending time together
on retreat at Scargill, being led by Phil
Stone and the Scargill community,
and are also collaborating with the
Crosswinds Prayer Trust to provide
focussed and 24/7 intercession for the
Lambeth Conference 23 July - 2 August.
Watch our mailings for more details. If
you are interested in joining a SOMA UK
team, please contact Stephen Dinsmore
on info@somsuk.org or 01460 279737.

Archbishop John Sentamu
Patron

Giving to Resource

Contact

If you feel moved to give to the work of
ReSource, thank you!

ReSource
Meeting Point House
Telford
Shropshire
TF3 4HS

Bishop John Holbrook
Chair of Trustees
Kevin Roberts
Director
Lizzie Brown
Administrator
Clare Olliver
Office Assistant
James Lazarus
Development Manager
Merisa MacInnes
Development Consultant

Single donations can be made directly
into CAF Bank, ReSource for Anglican
Renewal Ministries, account number
00032578 and sort code 40-52-40 or
through the CAF Donate button on our
website. Regular donations can be made
by standing order, using the form available
in the Ways to Give page of our website or
from the office. Gift Aid forms are available
on the website or from the office, as is
information about how to remember
ReSource in your will. Thank you!

T: 01952 371300
E: office@resource-arm.net
ReSource
@ReSourceARM
Charity no. 1180394

