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What a great autumn this has been here at ReSource! It has been the busiest
since I started as Director, with a full diary of events and engagements, and we
have made some significant progress in implementing our growth strategy.
There have been some major upheavals too, successfully navigated I am
pleased to say, in the office and staff moves to Telford in the west midlands. I
am also delighted that Bishop John Holbrook, who introduces himself later in
this Newsletter, has agreed to be the new Chair of the ReSource Trustees, and
that there are other Trustee appointments pending which I look forward to
announcing in the course of next year. It has also been a joy to welcome James
Lazarus as our Development Manager, and to be benefitting already from his
expertise and experience. We are ending 2018 in good heart and with a sense
of anticipation about what is ahead for us in the year to come.

Churches Alive in the Spirit
and Active in Mission

I say more later in the Newsletter about some of the development work
currently in progress, and you will see a note in the side bar about the state of
play with the Funding Appeal.
Two substantial pieces of work for which I would value your prayers are, firstly,
a series of conversations with possible partner ministries, which will begin in
December and continue through the first quarter of next year and, secondly,
some focussed work to develop a ministry-menu that we can offer to churches
locally, regionally and nationally. I am particularly grateful to the focus-group
that is working with me at the moment on this second piece of work, which
needs wide and wise input if we are to offer a ministry which the church both
needs and welcomes. I look forward to this going public by Easter 2019. Both
of these pieces of work are being done in parallel with developing processes
to locate, deploy and support a larger team of Associates and Regional
Coordinators who can deliver and advocate for us more widely.
God is bringing into ReSource a number of people who, either in paid or
volunteer roles, are helping to bring the vision of a wider work into reality. I
am deeply indebted to them and couldn’t manage without them, and they are
great to work with! For your prayers, I am particularly looking for someone
who can develop and oversee ReSource’s ministry of intercession (for the
churches we work with and for renewal, discipleship and mission in little, local
and ordinary churches nationally), as a member of my core team. If you think
this might be you, please let’s explore it. The Trustees are also looking to
appoint to their number someone who has financial expertise and experience
to be the charity’s Treasurer. Again, if you think this might be you, please let
me know.
I have mentioned those who have joined us in the last few months, and some
of the volunteer posts we are looking to fill, but let me finish by thanking Dr
Alan Kerbey for all that he has given us in a consultancy capacity during the last
year. Alan has been a pleasure to work with and has set the fundraising-ball
rolling. He will continue to be alongside us informally, but has recently taken
up a significant role as UK Director of Leading the Way.
We wish Alan well in this new work.
With love, prayer, and best wishes in Christ for 2019,

Worship on St Luke’s, Bath
Weekend Away
at Brunel Manor
Our fundraising in 2018
along with the current
Appeal has raised over
£80,000 towards the
£200,000 we need in 2018
and 2019 to implement
our development plans.
Thank you to those who
have been able to give,
and to the Fisherbeck Trust
for increasing its annual
grant to ReSource.
And thanks be to God.
If you are able to
contribute a one off
donation, or take out a
monthly standing order,
we would be delighted!
Our target is in sight!
Please use the Response
Form already circulated or
available on the website.
Or contact Paula in the
ReSource Office on
01952 371300 or email
office@resource-arm.net
www.resource-arm.net

SHARING IN, AND SHARING OUT, GOD’S HARVEST
As a long-term ARM and ReSource supporter, it was a privilege and delightful
surprise to be invited to join the Trustees earlier this year. I believe ReSource is
a beautiful gift of God to his Church and I’m thrilled to share in his work of
helping churches to grow their ministry and mission in the power of the Holy
Spirit.
By way of brief introduction. Originating from Bristol, I served in local church
ministry for 25 years as curate, Vicar and Rural Dean in London, Milton Keynes,
Oxfordshire and Dorset before moving to be Bishop of Brixworth in
Peterborough diocese 7 years ago.
My particular responsibilities include vocations and curates, education (I’ve led
the process of opening two new schools) and chaplaincies. Nationally I serve as
the bishop attached to the Life Events (Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals) Team.
I am married to Elizabeth and we have 2 grown up children. Amongst my
hobbies is a life-long, often painful, commitment to Bristol City FC!
When we first arrived in Northamptonshire I would tell visitors to our home that
the garden used to be a working orchard.
Very quickly I realized that I was wrong. Yes, the garden is only one third of the
original orchard, but the trees and bushes are still working. We’ve been
embarrassed by the bumper crops of apples, plums, cherries, blackberries and
even grapes. It’s been wonderful to give away the surplus and put boxes of fruit
by the front gate with a notice inviting people to help themselves. The orchard
is working hard - it’s us who aren’t working to gather in this most wonderful
harvest.
The Church is like a working orchard in which God is very busy and he invites us
to join in. Part of our calling in ReSource is to discern his work and gather the
fruit so that it might in turn be given away. God’s gifts are to be shared,
especially those which help the church to grow. That’s why I’m committed to
the vision of seeking his harvest in little, local and ordinary churches where God
often does the most extraordinary things.
It’s good to be reminded that this is primarily God’s work but that we are called
into partnership with him.
Jesus said to his disciples one day, “the harvest is plentiful, but the labourers
are few; pray therefore the Lord of the Harvest to send out labourers into his
harvest”, Matthew 9.37-8.
One of the best things about being a bishop is to see the
fruit of God’s answer to those prayers, in people saying
“Yes” to that calling. It inspires and encourages me when I
baptize, confirm, ordain or license those whom God has
transformed. On a recent ReSource training retreat in
Cumbria I was deeply moved by the life stories of church
members who’d been met by Jesus, embraced by our
Father and sent out empowered by the Holy Spirit.
I’m convinced that God is busily at work in the orchard of the Church and in the
wider world. I want everyone to enjoy his fruit and his gifts. Please join me in
praying for the work of ReSource sharing in, and sharing out, that harvest.
+John Holbrook

Bishop John Holbrook
Chair of Trustees

Kevin writes “I am
delighted to welcome the
Bishop of Brixworth, John
Holbrook, as Chair of the
ReSource Trustees.
I first met +John at this
year’s Fellowship of
Parish Evangelism
Conference at Swanwick,
and immediately
recognised that he could
bring to ReSource a
wealth of experience of
little, local and ordinary
churches in the Church of
England, and a heart for
their renewal for mission
in the power of the Holy
Spirit.
The discernment process
for John’s appointment
as a Trustee was initially
led by Philip Carver, who
saw in John a person who
could lead the charity
into the future. We were
not to know at that point
that Philip’s tenure as
interim Chair would end
so abruptly with his
sudden death on 19 June.
Please pray for +John as
he takes up the reins at
this important juncture in
the life of the charity, as
we build for the future.”

BUILDING, AND BEING-BUILT, FOR THE FUTURE
Much of this last year has been spent re-building ReSource and shaping it for a
more extensive ministry. It has been an exhilarating and at times exhausting
journey. We have clarified our vision, set some developmental goals, moved the
charity’s offices, and resourced an increasing number of engagements. It has
been good to work with a gifted and committed team of trustees, staff,
consultants and volunteers and to benefit from their energy and creativity. And
there is a good and godly momentum building, which it has been a delight to be
a part of. Some of the fruit of this will be evident as we go through 2019,
including a new menu of ReSource work; a new logo, branding and website; the
appointment of a team of Associates and Regional Coordinators; some working
partnerships with other ministries; and a national roadshow and commissioning
service.

Kevin Roberts

Director of ReSource

Perhaps the biggest challenge that I feel in it all is making sure that we are rebuilding to God’s design and not just to our own aspirations. I have been
grateful to those who have kept me to task with their probing questions and
thoughtful advice. I have also been reminded of the vital importance of keeping
prayer at the heart of all that we do, and of taking time to listen to God for His
directions in the small decisions as well as in the big. I have been very aware,
especially through the more challenging moments of the last three years, of the
prayers of the network of wonderful ReSource fellow-travellers. And I have
been careful to try and keep an eye on the vision, purpose and priorities that
God gave us through the discernment process, and to make sure that all that
we are doing is aligned to these. I couldn’t begin to say that we have done all
this perfectly, but the desire and intention has been there!

Earlier this year the
Trustees agreed a set of
Values for the charity,
as its undergirding
convictions and
commitments

What I have become increasingly aware of, maybe especially so because of our
recent history, is that who we are, and the integrity with which we offer our
ministry, is quite as important as what we do. For an activist like me that has
been an important lesson to learn, and one that God has been impressing on
me through a lifetime’s journey.

In our ministry we

For all that I want to endorse the value of strategic planning in Christian
leadership, I can see that Robert Quinn makes a vitally important point when he
says “when we commit to a vision to do something that has never been done
before, there is no way of knowing how to get there. We simply have to build
the bridge while we walk on it. Who we become in the process is as important
as the achievements on the ground”.
Building into God’s vision will always have an unpredictability about it. It will
always be susceptible to the surprising, unexpected and unseen cross-currents
of the Holy Spirit’s work, which we can never plan for, and wouldn’t want to!
And who we are becoming individually and collectively, the character that the
Holy Spirit shapes in us through the process, is of incalculable value, in and of
itself, and in influencing how we do what we do, and the spirit in which we do
it.
We have our plans for 2019 and beyond, which come from a process of careful
and prayerful reflection. They seem to be what God is asking us to do, and we
shall commit ourselves to implementing them with all the energy that God gives
us. But in and through and beyond all of that may we be caught up in God’s
ever-new and always-greater plans. And may challenges, and disappointments,
and failures, and successes even, all of which may come our way, shape us for
good and make us fit for godly purpose, in the power of the Holy Spirit. May
who ReSource becomes in the process be as important as its achievements on
the ground.
Kevin Roberts

Our theology is

biblically orthodox
trinitarian
kingdom focussed
church affirming
serve across traditions
celebrate diversity
affirm the small and local
listen from alongside
work in partnerships

In relying on the Spirit

we keep in step with Him
are grounded in prayer
encourage creativity
offer a prophetic voice
trust God

In our organisation we
commit to transparency
maintain high standards
honour accountability

James, Christopher & Kevin

GRASMOOR MISSION COMMUNITY LEADERS’ WEEKEND
Our Friday evening set us at ease: relaxing and restful but encouraging
inclusivity and sharing. The ice breaker was novel and fun! Our theme was
‘Strength in Weakness’ (2 Cor 12:7-10). Strength comes from God by the Spirit.
“...when I am weak, then I am strong”: a difficult concept, but one that gave
consolation and encouragement to many participants. Weakness gives us
integrity and authenticity, enabling us reach out with empathy rather than
moral superiority.
Saturday morning arrived, in pouring rain! Our second session was entitled
‘Strengthening the Core’ (Luke 4:1-14) - Jesus in the wilderness. The Holy Spirit
will always lead us to God, but he also leads us to difficult places. The session
emphasised the need for silence and stillness; for prayer; and for scripture
study. We were invited to light a candle to signify our intention in one or other
of these areas. A very challenging session!
Session Three, after coffee, took the theme of ‘Strengthening the Call’ (John
21:15-22), and we reflected on the post-resurrection conversation between
Jesus and Peter. The call comes from Jesus; the commitment must be total and
it won’t be easy. Are we prepared to do that? Another challenging session.
During the afternoon, we had some free time, which was both welcome and
important due to the intensity of the morning sessions. Some of us used the
opportunity for a 1:1 with Kevin or Anne. Later, there were some voluntary
workshops on ‘Discerning God’s Call’, ‘Praying for Healing’ and ‘Contentment’.
On Saturday night we enjoyed a relaxing special dinner, followed by words
from Bishop John Holbrook, who was with us for part of the weekend, in his
new role as Chair of the ReSource Trustees.
On Sunday morning, we had a further teaching session, before sharing Holy
Communion together. ‘Strengthening the Cord’ (Acts 2:42-47) was about the
early Christian church, and what we might learn from them. The Spirit was
leading the disciples, who lived communally and inter-dependently. Faith grew
by outreach. Our church buildings could be seen as either barracks or field
hospitals. If the early church had looked inward it would die, so too today.

Godfrey Butland

Mission Community Leader
The Grasmoor Mission
Community is a grouping of
14 churches, Anglican,
Methodist and URC,
“working together to grow
God’s Kingdom in Cumbria”.
The churches are in and
around the historic market
town of Cockermouth, and
all are within sight of the
stunning Grasmoor mountain
in the northern Lakes.
The Mission Community is
taking outreach seriously,
and is raising up lay and
shared leadership in its
constituent churches.

In summary, this was an excellent weekend, with two charismatic leaders who
based their teaching strongly on Scripture. They included some of their own
personal story, which made them both vulnerable and more real. The worship
at each session was deeply moving, and we were gently led by the Holy Spirit.
Here are some personal testimonies from the weekend:

The ReSource weekend was
for ordained and lay leaders
in the three denominations,
and was designed as a
retreat for busy leaders, and
an opportunity to reflect on
some key leadership themes.

Andy: The weekend for me clearly showed the Spirit at work. During my ‘split’
from God, the Spirit was still working with me throughout that time apart. The
weekend gave me a degree of understanding of the role he played, and is still
playing, in my life, and with that an acceptance of the work of the Spirit within
me. Where will it take me ...? God knows.

If you would like to consider
inviting ReSource to lead a
similar leaders’ weekend,
retreat or study day, please
be in touch!

Christina: How gracious is God, that he gave us time to spend with him, in
fellowship with our fellow workers. I am reminded that I was made with his
precious plan in mind. I am here, I am willing and I am rested after a wonderful
weekend spent at Rydal.'
Kris: It was a time of refreshment and an opportunity to both give and receive.
I can sum the weekend up from my point of view thus - I came home full to
the brim with good food and overflowing with the Holy Spirit.
Godfrey Butland

AWAYDAY WEEKEND AT HOLY TRINITY, BLACON
Wow! What an incredible, inspiring and awesome weekend we’ve just had! Let
me describe our church, the area it’s in and why we needed to be inspired and
awed!
Holy Trinity is the only Anglican Church in the area of Blacon, on the outskirts
of Chester. Blacon is a large post-war housing estate (population 13,800) with
areas of significant socioeconomic deprivation. Overall the parish is among the
10% most deprived in the Church of England. The local community suffers from
the same problems that many urban areas have, with alcohol and drug
dependency being prominent.
The church was built (replacing an old church in the city centre) 60 years ago,
at the same time as the nearby housing. Like many churches, the congregation
is quite a lot smaller than it was a generation ago, and we now have about 50
attending our Sunday morning worship and the
church is popular for baptisms and funerals.
With grants we have just altered the building to
make it more open and useful as a community
hub and it is well used during the week. We
have a thriving Outreach Project which brings
people in most days for cake, coffee and
company in our community café, gardening club and Playtots. We also run
incredibly popular food and activities for families in the school holidays which
other churches in the area are now emulating, but it wasn’t increasing numbers
in the services. How do we do that?
As a PCC we were feeling slightly in the doldrums, with a
newly refurbished church which we knew was a blessing to
the local community but how do you get more people
through the doors and to discover a living faith in Jesus for
themselves?
Praise be God sent us, through ReSource, an inspiring man called David O’Brien
to talk to us and some church members on the Saturday. The morning session
he spoke of how God has already given us all we need and it is inside each one
of us. We were looking for outward changes to happen in the church, when in
fact it has to start from within every one of us. IMAGE – It’s Me And God Equips!
So simple yet so profound.
God has given us all gifts; skills, love, time, talking - and if we give them over to
Him he will really use them to build His Kingdom. And it has to begin with prayer
where we offer ourselves to God, for if Christ is in us, we are taking Him out to
the community and others will see that and want the experience for
themselves.
After lunch David felt led to pray with us all and over each of us in turn. Some
of us were really aware of the Holy Spirit filling us and we were encouraged to
stand and pray for each other. It was an amazing feeling being fired up and
filled with the Spirit and it has made us realise how very important prayer is,
for each other and the church.
We now want to have regular prayer meetings and offer personal prayer to
those who ask for it during or after services. This we believe is the new mission
for our church here at Holy Trinity as we seek to increase God’s Kingdom in
Blacon, in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Lynn Wakefield

David O’Brien

Vicar of Shelton & Oxon
David tells his story in
‘Northern Soul - Football,
Punk, Jesus’, from his
disadvantaged and rebellious
younger years, through his
conversion, to his ordination.
“If you get anything from this
book” David says, “I hope
and pray that you get a
glimpse of God’s love for you
and His relevance to your
life. In this you will find a
purpose that says ‘no matter
what has happened to you,
you’ve been put on this
planet for a reason’. Without
this sense of purpose I would
still be wandering aimlessly
and lost in the world. But
today I believe in a God I
never expected to meet. I do
a job I never expected to do
and I live a life I would never
have imagined possible”

ST MARY’S EALING, 24HOURS@HOME
It was great to welcome Kevin and Anne Roberts to St. Mary’s for our
24hours@Home event in September and it was great to have over 120 members
of St Mary’s participating on the Saturday alone. Kevin and Anne taught two
sessions for us on the longings that lead to deeper discipleship and the roots
that sustain a deeper walk with Christ. Both where accessible, encouraging and
challenging. The children and young people enjoyed their own time together.
We then had a meal together provided by our local Pub, followed by an all-age
Barn Dance for the rest of the evening. This went down a storm and was hugely
enjoyed by all ages. Nothing gets all ages smiling and laughing together like a
barn dance. We had a 4-year-old dancing with an 80-year-old. Brilliant!

Vicar of St Mary’s, Ealing

Part of the purpose of the weekend was to help deepen relationships in the
church and enjoy getting to know each other better which was certainly
achieved. The teaching was accessible and high quality and certainly
appreciated. Fruit from these times will come as we continue to grow in Christ
going forward. The essential growth of root systems is not always immediately
visible on the surface and our Christians lives can be like this. With prayer,
teaching and encouragement our lives will become more Christ-like if we
increasingly desire Christ and seek to follow him in the routines of our everyday
lives. Our study book was also launched on the weekend: ‘Followers of the Way:
ancient discipleship for modern Christians’ by Simon Reed.

“In past years we have gone
away for a weekend”
explains Steve, “but this
arrangement worked well
and was more manageable
for families for many
reasons, with a start time
on the Saturday of 3pm,
and finishing with worship
on Sunday morning.”

On the Sunday in our main communion service Kevin and Anne invited us to step
into a deeper discipleship. This was a powerful message around God doing a
new thing. He is not the God of the routine but of new things which will surprise
us. It was a thoroughly wholistic weekend feeding us spiritually, deepening our
hunger for God and our desire to seek him and serve him, and it was good fun
too!
Steve Paynter

Could this be an option for
your church too?

Steve Paynter

“It was a tremendously
encouraging and
worthwhile weekend” was
Steve’s conclusion.

REFRESHED, UPLIFTED, ENCOURAGED AND BLESSED
Every other year about 80 of us go away to Brunel Manor in Devon for a
Church Weekend Away. Sometimes Matthew, our Vicar, leads the weekend
but it’s also nice to have a change of voice sometimes! Our weekends away are
always times of teaching, relaxing, fellowship and laughing and, with Kevin &
Anne leading, it was no exception this time!
The theme for our weekend was ‘Going Deeper’ and through our sessions we
were encouraged and shown how we could go deeper with God, with each
other and with our communities. The teaching was clear and helpful. Each of
the teaching sessions were well thought out and prayed through, we very
much felt that we were being taken on a journey into a deeper relationship
with our Father, with the Holy Spirit as our guide. This was made even more
precious by Kevin and Anne sharing various words given by their prayer
partners who were praying for us throughout the weekend.
Kevin and Anne were also available outside the main teaching sessions to talk
with and pray with people if that was helpful. This was greatly appreciated. It’s
not an exaggeration to say that everyone left Brunel Manor and headed back
to Bath refreshed, uplifted, encouraged and blessed by the ways Kevin and
Anne had ministered and led the weekend. But we also left challenged,
challenged to bring all that we had learnt and experienced back to Bath and
find ways to apply it to our daily lives. Thank you ReSource for such a special
weekend.
Stephanie Frankum

Stephanie Frankum
St Luke’s, Bath

If you are interested in
having a ReSource event
for your church in 2019
please be in touch with
us on
01952 371300
or email
office@resource-arm.net

SERVING WITH SOMA UK IN SOUTH SUDAN
I am writing this sitting on the fast train from Shrewsbury to Cardiff. It arrived on
time, the ticket machine worked, everyone has a seat, there is a loo, there are
lights and I feel totally safe. It is 3 degrees outside and as I see the countryside
flash past, I see people going about their business and plenty of animals grazing.
There is peace.
This journey is so far removed from all that I was experiencing just one week ago.
I had the privilege of being a member of a six person team working with SOMA
UK in South Sudan. SOMA shares the same vision as ReSource and Kevin and I
were happy to join the team as part of the growing relationship between our two
ministries. For Kevin it was a first return to a country he worked in 40 years ago.
We had been invited by Archbishop Moses to lead a conference for his senior
clergy, based at the Cathedral in the city of Wau. South Sudan is a new nation,
granted its independence in 2006. But by 2011 civil war had broken out, and in
the seven years since thousands have been killed, injured and displaced. The
fighting has deeply wounded the land and its people. A peace agreement was
signed in October 2018 and so we were able to travel out. Our brief was to teach
on leadership, forgiveness and reconciliation.
Wau is a city of 1 million, but there is no electricity, no running water, no trains,
one broken tarmac road, great dependence on food aid, and a fragile peace
watched over by a UN presence.
The team was led by Bishop Graham Cray, and other team members were the
Revd Jackie Cray, Canon Chris Strain and Jeff Neagle. The sessions from 8.30 4.30 were a mix of worship, inspirational Bible teaching, and practical workshops.
There was so much we could say, but limited time, a need for translation into
Juba Arabic and Dinka, plus the extreme heat meant that we had to be concise.
Words cannot convey all that we experienced, all I can offer are a few snapshots:
- Listening to young adults singing "He has made me glad" and adding in their
own verses, including "I am still alive, I am still alive, I will rejoice for I am still
alive ...." . That made me cry.
- Watching as some Dinka clergy heard the story of the reconciliation between
Esau and Jacob for the first time, and then the story of Joseph. They do not yet
have a Dinka Old Testament.
- Laughter with the women and children who were cooking for the conference.
- Sitting out in the cool of the evening watching the shooting stars and hundreds
of red kite birds flying over the compound.
- Giving out some reading glasses (I wish I had taken more) and hearing the leader
of the MU say "you have given me back my eyes".
- Marvelling at stories of bravery and generosity. One bishop and his wife had
taken 30 orphaned children to live with them. They have no salary.
- Visiting the theological college and witnessing the determination of the young
students. Attending a primary school graduation event and seeing hope for the
future, if the peace can hold.
- Praying for a clergyman who is planning to move with his family to a remote
area where there are no known Christians.
One delegate wrote: "Thanks to the SOMA team for the church leaders training
which just ended on Saturday. We were all challenged, our faith strengthened
and renewed spiritually. May God continue blessing the ministry of SOMA to be
able to change the lives of many." Amen to that!
Anne Roberts

Anne Roberts
SOMA UK Team Member
Anne adds “We can see
how the church can play a
key role as this new nation
discovers how to embrace
peace and encourage
economic growth.
Archbishop Moses is a
godly statesman and
needs our prayers, for
wisdom and for
protection. Local clergy
and MU leaders can speak
hope into tired and
dispirited lives. May God
equip them and bless
them. May we never
forget what we have
learned from our brothers
and sisters in South
Sudan.”
Please pray for the current
discussions between the
leadership and Trustees of
SOMA UK and ReSource
about how we can partner
with each other more
closely, and connect the
fires of renewal in the UK
and the areas overseas in
which SOMA ministers.

++Moses, +Graham,
Jackie, Anne, Kevin,
Jeff and Chris
in Juba

GOD’S LIQUORICE ALLSORTS
On a glorious October weekend when the sun shone, the sky was piercing blue
and the colours of the autumn leaves laid a lush carpet, we set out on an
adventure! The first church weekend away for the parish of St Luke’s since it
reopened its doors after years of closure.
Our church is one those little ordinary Christian communities so close to the
heart of Resource’s mission and ministry. Located in Portsmouth City Centre
surrounded by high rise, we worship in one of the poorest (materially) Anglican
parishes in England. Green space is not to be found in our urban context, so the
opportunity to spend a weekend in the beauty of the Sussex countryside was
not to be missed.
Some had never been out of the city before or for a long time. Some had saved
hard to find the money to come. Some had quietly given extra to enable others
to come. One person came because she had won on the bingo and chose to use
that money for her place at the weekend! God knows the heart with which we
come and the sacrifices it may have meant. There were forty people who went.
Diverse in ages, backgrounds and spiritual experience. A real bunch of “God’s
liquorice allsorts” in keeping with the theme of the weekend.
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I worked with Kevin on the focus of teaching and drew in help to strengthen the
worship. We also benefitted from the prayer support of Resource intercessors
before and during the weekend itself. The teaching came from 1 Peter. We are
chosen people, blessed people, holy people and loved people of God. The themes
resonated with so many of us. Anne and Kevin’s styles of teaching are different
and complementary. This enabled each of us, with different life experience,
temperament and levels of literacy, to engage and be open to the Holy Spirit.
One of them was Janice. Part time cleaner, mum and
grandma. Janice lives with the scars of a complicated past.
Her deep and humble faith has been her rock through the
turbulence. Her confidence grew as she experienced the
love of God through the Holy Spirit. She received new gifts
of the Holy Spirit that are still helping her to face the
challenges that life is throwing her. Others experienced
the healing presence of the Holy Spirit and received gifts
to build up the body.
Resource offers a gentle, genuine, experience of charismatic ministry sensitively
taking people out of their comfort zones. For some new to faith, this meant a
safe space to receive prayer and experience more of God’s transforming love
and peace. For one couple who had missed out before, the igniting of new
passion in their faith. This has led to them stepping into new roles of service in
the church. For some wary of the Spirit from past experiences of insensitive or
disingenuous ministry elsewhere, the recovery of a receptivity and confidence
in the power of the Spirit.
The lasting impact of the weekend has been evident. There has been no “us and
them” division based on who went on the weekend and who did not. In fact, God
blessed those who worshipped at St Luke’s that Sunday with a rich and
encouraging experience too. Thankfully there was no sense of deflation coming
back to church after “a mountain top” experience. But it has meant deeper
relationships and for many a new openness to the Holy Spirit. We continue our
relationship of support, encouragement and prayer with Resource with
gratitude!
Annie McCabe

You can follow ReSource
on FaceBook
and on Twitter
@ReSourceARM

How to give to Resource
Single donations can be made by
cheque, by CAF voucher, or
through the donate button on our
website www.resource-arm.net.
Standing order and gift aid forms
are available on the website’s ‘Get
involved’ page, or from the office.
Information about how to
remember ReSource in your will is
also available on the website or
from Paula.

ReSource is a UK registered charity
no. 327035

