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Introduction

The Prophecy Course has been written and designed for use in small
groups. If you’ve never led a small group or been a participant in one
before, don’t be daunted! Things have been kept simple for you and
we give you all the material and discussion starters you might need.
The questions are kept as open as possible; the point isn’t to lead
people to ‘right’ answers or to correct ‘wrong’ ones, but to allow
them space to explore what they think and feel about these topics in
a safe space.
The aim is to be family together, to be free to express both
confidence and trepidation in these areas. Allow space for the Holy
Spirit to work – don’t be afraid to speak, or be quiet in either the
discussions or the times of prayer – both are perfectly fine!

Structure

We would suggest the following outline for your sessions, but of
course feel free to adapt it to whatever works for the time you have:
-

Start with some teach, coffee and possibly other
refreshments.

-

Make it a time to relax and be family together.

-

Open with a time of prayer and/or worship. If you don’t have
a musician use a CD or music streaming service to play
some worship music, even if people are content to sit quietly
in worship rather than sing.

-

Work through the session, sharing the duties of reading aloud
the text in the session and the Bible extracts. Allow space for
each question to be discussed but keep it on topic and maybe
‘park’ some thoughts to discuss at the end or in another
session.

-

Take time to close in prayer, giving space for people to be
moved by the Holy Spirit.
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Session
One
What is Prophecy?
The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show
his servants what must soon take place. He made it known
by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies
to everything he saw – that is, the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads aloud
the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear
it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is
near. (Rev. 1:1–3)

Prophecy is manifested in three main ways:
1
2
3

Forth-telling: preaching the inspired word of God from the
Scriptures, in power.
Foretelling: speaking out God’s revelation about what is to
come in the future.
Speaking blessings over places (Ezek. 36) and people (Ezek.
37): declaring the current word of God.

So in its simplest form, prophecy is about faithfully hearing the word
of God and obediently speaking it out as led by the Holy Spirit. You
can read examples of this in the accounts of God calling Ezekiel and
Jeremiah to be His prophets.

Exercise
Read Ezekiel 1:28b–2:6 and Jeremiah 1:4–8
What three things do we learn are imperative about prophesying?

Some people think that prophecy is restricted to the pages of
Scripture, a gift for the past, or believe that it is still alive, but
only for a few specialists. Yet Scripture itself reveals that Jesus is
the same, yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8) and that God
discloses Himself, His character, His will, and His purposes in order
that His people might remain in a righteous relationship with Him.
Prophecy is a gift from God, given to His people through the love of
Jesus and in the power of the Holy Spirit.
God loves to share His heart with us, to speak directly into our lives
and the lives of others. And He does so through prophecy, a living
and active word. It is the God-given ability to hear, receive, and
declare or speak out a word or revelation from God.
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Who can prophesy?

Prophecy in the Bible

The Bible tells us that:

1

In Numbers 11 God tells Moses to select seventy elders and to
make them come to the tent of meeting, and ‘I will take some
of the power of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them’
(v. 17). When the Spirit came they all prophesied.

2

In the book of Joel we find a prophecy concerning all of God’s
people. In Joel 2:28–29 we read of God’s promise to pour out
His Spirit on all people: ‘Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men
will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I
will pour out my Spirit in those days.’

3

When Jesus speaks to a Samaritan woman with words of
knowledge about her life and marital status, past and
present, her response to Jesus’ insight is ‘Sir … I can see that
you are a prophet’ (John 4:1–26).

4

In Acts 1:5,8 Jesus promises His disciples the power and
anointing of the Holy Spirit, to be His witnesses, and to build
the church. This anointing on all the disciples would lead to
a release of all the gifts of the Spirit, including prophecy.
Peter even quotes the passage from Joel 2 in Acts 2:17–18.

5

Paul teaches clearly about spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians
14:1: ‘Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the
Spirit, especially prophecy.’
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Finally, in the book of Revelation there are two key verses on
the prophetic. In Revelation 10:11 John is told by a mighty
angel, ‘You must prophesy again about many peoples,
nations, languages and kings.’ And Revelation 19:10 says, ‘It is
the Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.’

•
•
•

ALL are called to seek and exercise the gift of prophecy (1
Cor. 14:31,39).
SOME are called to exercise a prophetic ministry (Acts 21:9).
Only a FEW are called to the office of a prophet (Acts 21:10).

Prophecy and the Bible
Prophecy must be consistent with God’s word in the Bible, with the
nature and character of God and the mind of Christ, and delivered
from a heart of love. The Bible is like God’s map – it is always
true and reveals all we need to know about God, His Kingdom,
our salvation, etc. – while prophecy is like a signpost along the
way, telling you both where you are and pointing you in the right
direction.
The essence of prophecy is to give a clear witness to Jesus.
(Rev. 19:10 NLT)
If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging symbol. If I
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and
all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains,
but do not have love, I am nothing. (1 Cor. 13:1–2)
The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none
of Samuel’s words fall to the ground. And all Israel from
Dan to Beersheba recognised that Samuel was attested as a
prophet of the LORD. The LORD continued to appear at
Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his
word. (1 Sam. 3:19–21)
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Prophecy in action

What prophecy is not

Prophecy may begin with a word of knowledge and grow into a
longer revelation, either shared immediately at the time it is given,
or written down and shared later. It is helpful to write down a
prophetic word as an accurate record of what God has imparted, or
record it on your phone so that it can be listened to later. Writing
down or recording ensures that the word is not added to, or altered,
in any way. It is not the job of the one who speaks the word to
analyse it, but to faithfully share what is seen or heard.
As God told Moses, ‘Write this on a scroll, as something to be
remembered’ (Ex. 17:14).

1

It is not the only gift of the Spirit, or always the most
important, and often requires other gifts to be active,
such as words of knowledge and wisdom, and the gifts of
faith, discernment, and sometimes tongues.

2

It is not anything other than God’s voice. In life there are
various voices: our own voice, other people’s voices, the
enemy’s voice, and God’s voice.

3

It is not a substitute for receiving God’s word through the
study of the Bible.

4

It is not a reward and cannot be earned. It is a gift from God,
given as and when the Holy Spirit decides: ‘All these [gifts]
are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes
them to each one, just as he determines’ (1 Cor. 12:11).

5

Prophecy is not ‘mischievous’ public rebuke! The enemy
seeks to twist this gift to attack the church, to shame it, or
expose individuals to ridicule, or embarrass them in an
unedifying way. Great care and discernment is needed to
prevent the proclamation of false prophecies, visions, or
dreams.
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Prophetic ministry, or even the office of a prophet, is not
an achievement and should not be given any special status in
the church. It is not a reward for holiness and no one can
take credit when God uses them in prophecy, or claim it is the
result of years of Bible study, prayer, and Christian service.
Instead, all who prophesy should humbly give thanks to God
for bestowing this precious gift on His people.

Suggested exercise
Record any prophetic words given
to you, in a journal, so that you can
see patterns or encouragements or
answers to prayer.
Prophecy must be spoken out or it dies. This may sound obvious but
God often gives someone a word but they are afraid to speak it. This
can happen for all sorts of reasons: lack of self-worth; fear of what
people will say or how they will respond; shyness; lack of teaching;
or a general lack of openness to the gift of prophecy in the church.
The bottom line is that we honour and obey God more than we fear
other people.
This precious gift not only brings direction and blessings to God’s
people but helps us to deepen our relationship with the Lord, as
Paul reminds the church in Ephesus: ‘I keep asking that the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better’ (Eph. 1:17).
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Final questions
Prophecy is only one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit described by Paul
in 1 Corinthians 12. How might any of the other eight gifts listed
support the gift of prophecy?

Why does Paul highlight the gift of prophecy over other gifts in 1
Corinthians 14:1–5?

10

11

